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LSW
9

Tatsfi eld to Sanderstead
via

the summit of Croydon

Start Tatsfi eld — TN16  2AR

Finish Sanderstead — CR2  9LH

Distance 13.13km

Duration 2 hours 56 minutes

Ascent 186m

Access Buses at start and end of section, and on Godstone Road

Facilities Shop/café at start of section. Supermarket at Selsdon. All facilities at Sanderstead

9.1 Old Ship, Tatsfi eld. 0m

9.2 NW across green and down Lusted Hall Lane; after dip, L and immediately R 
on fp; cross Roman road; cross next fi eld (diag or round R side, keeping trees 
on R); out onto Beddlestead Lane.

1550m

9.3 R to cott ages on R; L on fp to pass to L of Beddlestead Ho; ahead where fp 
bears off  L; L downhill at end of woodland on R; after dip, R on lane to rd.

1920m

9.4 L; R past entrance to Chelsham Ct; L into fi eld; cross WSW into dip; up L side 
of fi eld; bear L on Worms Heath; ahead to rd.

1350m

9.5 Sharp R on rd; bear L on path; L into Henley Wood; clear path to Chelsham 
Common; L; bear R across rd to pub car park; R to rd and L to crossroads.

1560m

9.6 R; before squeeze, L; at path jct, R (trees on R); continue past ch to rd; L. 1370m

9.7 R on path; bend L to gates; R (N); take main (L) path at fork to gate on L. 1620m

9.8 L through deer fence into Selsdon Wood; R; L (WNW) to open land; cross 
fi eld; descend W to car park and rd; R on Old Farleigh Rd to sch on L.

1930m

9.9 Ahead to jct; L; R into wood; L at top; R to ch; L at rbt; L to rec gd. 1830m
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This section of the 
route begins on the 

village green in Tatsfi eld, at the 
bus turning circle beside the 
Old Ship Inn.

The 464 bus (every thirty 
minutes, but only hourly on 
Sundays) arrives here from 
the Croydon tram terminus at 
New Addington.

This rural (and hilly) section 
starts from one of the 
end-tentacles of London’ bus 
network. Light walking boots 
are strongly recommended 

for this section, giving much-needed support on ascents and 
(particularly) descents, and minimising the chance of socks and feet 
being soaked by brushing against dewy grass.

Tatsfi eld is the birthplace of road racer John Surtees, and was the 
home of Donald Maclean at the time of his defection to the Soviet 
Union in 1951.

In addition to the pub, there is a bakery and a convenience shop in 
Tatsfi eld. The next refuelling point on the London Summits Walk 
route is at Selsdon, almost 12km away, although if you take the 
exit to the bus from Chelsham, you will fi nd a café and a large 
supermarket (with, indeed, its own café) at the 403 bus terminus 
with all you might need for refreshment.

Set off  from the bus terminus at the Old Ship Inn on 
Tatsfi eld Green. Starting with your back to the inn, cross 

the road triangle at the trough, then cross the main part of the green, 
following the footpath sign. You are on the Tandridge Border Path. 
You will pass the pond on your right, and at the far side of the 
green, the slightest zigzag to right and left will take you into Lusted 
Hall Lane.

Take the right-hand pavement of the road. The pavement ends 
before the steepest part of the drop into the valley. As the road pulls 

out of the valley on the far side, 
it veers right part-way up the 
hill.

At the bend in the road, look 
for an entry on the left. Just 
inside this entry, take the 
bridleway which goes off  to 
the right (westwards). Follow 
the bridleway, with a hedge on 
your right, over the shoulder 
of the land and down into a 

9.2

9.1

Autumnal morning mist 
clings to Tatsfi eld

Tatsfi eld village green
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valley. Climb to a belt of trees 
part-way up the other side of 
the valley.

Look to the left and right: your 
mind’s eye may make out a 
level track from times past. 
This is the line of the Roman 
road between Lewes and 
London (the Via Croydonica, 
perhaps): nearly two millennia 
later, it is still a boundary over 
parts of its line, here between 
the Surrey district of Tandridge 
(on the west) and the London 
Borough of Bromley (on the 
east).

Cross the Roman road to climb to a gate in amongst the trees. 
This leads out onto a large fi eld. The footpath continues ahead, 
diagonally across the fi eld, to a gap in the trees beyond: a broad 
headland allows you to circle the right-hand edge to reach the gap 
if there is no clear path through the growing crops.

Go through the gap to reach a road, Beddlestead Lane.

Turn right, and follow the road for 250m. When you 
are level with the second building on the right, take a 

signposted bridleway half-left up a pasture to a feed-box and on to 
a gate in the top corner. Beyond the gate, bear slightly right to keep 
a hedge close on your right-hand side.

Keep to the bridleway, which becomes enclosed (at the top of a 
large fi eld which runs down to your left) and soon adjoins a wood 
to your right: at the end of the wood, turn left and drop steeply 

Roman road, running 
between Lewes and London, 

to the west of Tatsfi eld

9.3

Lively transhumance
along Beddlestead Lane
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to a valley. Continue ahead 
until a footpath comes in from 
the left — it takes the sloping 
hypotenuse to the two sides 
you have walked since the 
bridleway became enclosed.

By taking the sloping path 
along that hypotenuse, you 
might manage to shave a few 
metres from your distance, 
but you would miss out on 
some fi ne views, and the fi eld 
is slippery in heavy dew, so 
that short-cutt ing route cannot 
really be recommended over 
the route as given above.

At the bott om of the slope, 
bear half-right, still with the 
Tandridge Border Path. You 
will now fi nd yourself on an 

enclosed holloway which ascends between mature trees.

This is a very old track — part of the same set of east-to-west 
pathways as Old Harrow Lane, crossed by the London Summits 
Walk route between Cudham and Hawley’s Corner, and even today 
it is still being improved from time to time by the laying down of 
shingle.

Make your way steadily up the track, gaining more than 50m in 
height There is a slight zigzag at a point marked as Cony Crook on 
the Ordnance Survey map. 

This name suggests that there may have been a manorial warren 
here (breeding rabbits for food), and that the path took a bend to 
avoid the land held by the warrener.

The track fi nally comes out onto Beech Farm Road.

Turn left along the road for 250m to its junction with 
Washpond Lane (with a small triangle of grass in its 

middle): Chelsham Court is now on your right.

On the Ordnance Survey map, it looks as if there is a direct route 
to Chelsham, with a footpath cutt ing off  a large corner in the road 
route. This route cannot be recommended, except as a bad-weather 
all-road escape route to Chelsham (ignoring the footpath). The 
lanes have high hedges, making every meeting between pedestrian 
and motorist a constant and (at least for the pedestrian) dangerous 
jousting match, and the footpath may well be blocked or subject to 
deterrence.

Likewise, a northern route may be traced via St Leonard’s church 
and the north edge of Greatpark, but again, this one gets the 

The view down the old track 
leading from Chelsham 
Court towards Tatsfi eld

9.4
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thumbs-down. More deterrence means long road stretches, and the 
path alongside Greatpark development is not the most uplifting. 
Even the litt le cemetery is locked away, with only a cheap corporate 
notice of its existence.

This leaves just a single option, and we are fortunate that this route 
has so many delights. We shall not miss the others.

Make your way down Washpond Lane; just past the slip-road down 
from Beech Farm Lane, you will see a gateway, then a stile tucked 
in to the left of the gate. Cross the stile, and set off  diagonally across 
the fi eld, taking a faint grass track which draws you towards a nick 
in the tree-horizon ahead.

Over to your right, if the weather is clear, you will catch glimpses 
of the high buildings in the City of London and in Docklands, 
with the high lands of north London (carrying the northern part of 
the London Summits Walk route — Trent Park is behind the City 
buildings, and Pole Hill is just to the right of Docklands) forming a 
backdrop.

Soon, a skeleton tree becomes a closer sighting-point. Cross a rickety 
stile at the end of the fi rst fi eld, then go to the left of a briar-bush 
to reach a second stile. Continue in the same direction, down to 
yet another stile, then pull up the hill to that gap in the trees. Once 
through the gap, pass to the left of an electricity pole, to emerge 
onto a byway. Cross over to take the enclosed track ahead, which 

The City of London, seen 
from Chelsham Court

Path leading across the 
fi eld from Chelsham Court 

towards Worms Heath
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crosses Worms Heath. This leads down to a barrier 
by a road: bear left for pedestrian access onto a lane.

The seasons bring great change to paths like this: an 
autumnal clearway can turn into an obstacle course 
of nett les and more in the height of the summer 
season.

Turn right up the lane, leaving on the left at 
another barrier onto a track, opening into 

a fi eld ahead. When you reach the fi eld, though, do 
not enter, but take the enclosed track on the left, to 
border the fi eld from the other side of a hedge.

Follow the track until it passes beneath a two-strand 
power line. Immediately after this, look out for a 
fi ngerpost on the right which gives you the option 
of a bridle path straight ahead or a footpath to the 
left. These are your choices to reach the end of this 
section at Chelsham.

The bridleway continues straight ahead till it reaches 
a road, where you will turn left and, a few metres on, you will reach 
a fi ngerpost. This is the other end of the footpath.

The footpath leads delightfully through Henley Wood, the route 
never in doubt, (remember to ignore a broader track which crosses, 
but to carry on ahead through the bracken, a stump-post with the 
yellow footpath arrow visible on your right as reassurance.

In normal conditions, the path has only a couple of wet patches, 
but these may be circumvented with ease. In very wet weather, you 
may be bett er off  staying on the bridleway, despite the likelihood of 
that path’s having been churned up by horse traffi  c.

At the far end of the path, you will meet a road (just a few metres 
west of the exit of the bridleway option). Cross the road and bear 
half-left, picking up a track on the far side of the road.

A litt le way in, bear left at a tree with a metal seat (which looks 
suspiciously similar to those seats which bedecked many Network 

South East railway stations 
thirty years ago).

You are now on Chelsham 
Common. Keep to the same 
general direction, then pick up 
a line which leads to the left 
end of a belt of trees.

Bear right here to fi nd yourself 
at the edge of a tarmac car park 
for the Bull Inn. Pass in front of 
the pub and continue down the 
drive to a road. Turn left along 
the road to a crossroads.

Divergence of bridleway and 
footpath at the south end of 
Henley Wood

Teasels inhibit progress
on the path across
Worms Heath

9.5
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Ahead on the left, you will spot 
a small white cast-iron post 
bearing the arms of the City of 
London: this is a Coal Tax post. 
There is an explanation of the 
Coal Tax in the introduction 
to the London Summits Walk 
route, within the subsection 
dealing with the Corporation 
of London.

If you turn left at the crossroads 
(i.e., with the Coal Tax post on 
your right), a walk of about 
1.5km will take you to the terminus of the 403 bus service for 
Sanderstead station (Southern services) and on to Croydon.

Pavement-pounding may be minimised by taking a bridleway 
(surreally signposted to Gatwick: how easy is it to take your horse 
onto an aeroplane?) on the left shortly after the road junction on the 
Common where a road comes in from the left: turn right at the end 
of the bridleway to reach the bus terminus at a large supermarket.

There is a café on the right just before the supermarket roundabout.

If you are continuing with the walk and need sustenance, you may 
be interested in either the convenience shop 600m along Harrow 
Road, or the Harrow Inn at the far end (850m).

If you do visit the inn before continuing, you may take a signed 
footpath from the roundabout at the pub: it passes behind the 
properties on Harrow Road to bring you, in 500m, to the fi ve-way 
path junction mentioned in the next section of the route directions.

A less frequent 409 bus service runs from Chelsham to Upper 
Warlingham station (Southern services), but Londoners should 
beware that it does not accept Oyster cards, nor any other 
TfL-managed tickets.

Road crossing at north end 
of Henley Wood

Coal Tax post,
Chelsham Common
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From the Coal Tax 
post, walk north (i.e., 

with Harrow Road on your 
left) towards the traffi  c squeeze 
whose mass of signs is clearly 
visible. ahead. Just before you 
reach the squeeze, turn left 
along an enclosed path. This 
takes you, with a couple of 
zigzags and a subway under an 
overhead road (formerly giving 
access to the Warlingham Park 
estate in its days as a mental 
hospital), to a major fi ve-way 
path junction.

The housing development which lies beyond the squeeze has 
been named Greatpark, but the preparatory school’s name of 
Warlingham Park has more history. Both are on the site of what was, 
until 1999, a major psychiatric hospital. It was opened in 1903 as 
the Croydon Mental Hospital, later taking the name of Warlingham 
Park Hospital.

Today, only the tall water tower (with its working clock faces, 
though not on the north side, which only faces the cemetery — the 
inhabitants resting there do not need to know the time) remains 
of the hospital buildings, though a small cemetery shown on the 
map on the north side still exists. It, however, is padlocked out of 

bounds — echoes of the treatment once 
meted out to the patients, perhaps? Parts 
of the hospital estate have now been 
colonised by large houses in a (largely 
random) mixture of styles, all of them 
twenty-fi rst-century pastiche.

At the fi ve-way path junction, a left turn 
will take you in 500m to the Harrow Inn, 
bearing right at the fork in the bridleways. 
Food and drink may be obtained during 
normal opening hours.

The route of the London Summits Walk 
takes the clear path leading uphill and 
bearing half-right (you should be sure 
not to take the yellow-arrowed footpath 
sharp right, which leads to the cemetery 
mentioned above). You will now have 
Greatpark Wood on your right as you pass 
along a fi eld by its right-hand edge. The 
path leads out beyond the wood to reach 
a small car park, with, on your right, the 
small eleventh-century church of St Mary, 

9.6

Warlingham Park entrance: 
the traffi  c squeeze

St Mary’s church, 
Farleigh, dating from the 

late eleventh century
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Farleigh. Walk on ahead on the driveway, and turn left onto the 
road.

After about 130m, beyond some brick buildings, originally 
agricultural in nature, take an enclosed path to the right, following 
the Vanguard Way signs.

The Vanguard Way runs from East Croydon to the Channel port of 
Newhaven, and was devised to celebrate the fi fteenth anniversary, 
in 1980, of the Vanguards Rambling Club. The name is somewhat 
redolent of the “more socialist than thou” clubs for hikers and 
cyclists which were set up during the 1930s, principally in the areas 
around Manchester and Sheffi  eld, with hortatory names such as 
Onward and Clarion, but the birth of the Vanguards’ name is a bit 
more prosaic. The original members of a rambling group found 
themselves, at the end of a group walk, sharing the guard’s van on 
a crowded train back to London, and that is how the name came 
about, fi rst for the group, and then for the route “from the suburbs 
to the sea” which was devised by the group members.

This path runs parallel to a tarmac track over to your 
right within the golf course bounds. The path turns left, 

still with a golf course track on your right, eventually reaching the 
western gate of the golf club.

Here, coming in from the left, section 4 of the London Loop joins as 
it makes its anti-clockwise circuit.

Turn right, crossing the entrance drive 
and delving into another enclosed path. 
Here, as well as following the Vanguard 
Way towards Croydon, you have picked 
up the London Loop, running towards 
the Thames at Erith. The path descends 
with open land on the left and the golf 
course on your right to reach a branching 
of bridleways.

Take the left fork, following the familiar 
stump-posts marking the London Loop. 
The open land on the left gives way to 
woods: now, look out for a stump-post on 
the right with the familiar London Loop 
waymark emblazoned on its sides.

Immediately after this post, turn 
left to enter the nature reserve 

of Selsdon Wood through a gate in a high 
deerproof fence.

At this point, you will be crossing the 
municipal boundary, out of the district of 
Tandridge (in Surrey) and into the London 
Borough of Croydon.

9.8

Selsdon Wood:
the fi rst junction

9.7
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At the left turn, the London 
Summits Walk route takes 
its leave of the London Loop, 
the Vanguard Way and the 
Tandridge Border Path: all of 
these continue straight ahead 
on what is known as Baker Boy 
Lane.

A link to the Selsdon Wood 
website, which has a useful 
map, is referenced in the 
introduction to the London 
Summits Walk route.

You will soon reach a T-junction of paths: turn right to descend 
slightly: at a fork, take the left-hand path, passing a simple plank 
seat on your right to reach a complex junction of paths.

Turn right, then after only a few paces, opposite a stump-post on 
the right with a fl at triangle carved out of the side, turn left along a 
smaller path.

Your confi rmation is an area where crushed stone has been laid to 
avoid walkers from gett ing too wet in a slightly boggy area — but 
of course, after rain, all the paths in the wood are likely to be sticky. 
This path (look out for sculptural roots on the left) brings you to a 
seat up ahead, bear left at the seat, and right at the next cross-path, 
to come out of the woodland into a large meadow area.

Cross the meadow, trending left to trees which will now be on 
your right. Where the edge of the wood turns to drop steeply to the 
foot of the meadow, bear left through a gap in the trees, then bear 
left towards another gap ahead. In the distance, you will see (mist 
permitt ing) the gables of three orange-brick modern houses: these 
are a very useful sighting-point.

Follow the footpath through the gap, and keep descending on the 
clear path towards a small car park and a municipal building in 
the bott om left-hand corner. Be careful not to walk into the huge 

wooden bear which stands 
in the grass just above the car 
park.

The toilets marked on some 
maps are now closed.

Leave the car park by its access 
road and turn right onto Old 
Farleigh Road, which climbs 
steeply ahead.

It is advisable to keep to the 
right-hand pavement at this 
point.

The gap in the open 
country of Selsdon Wood, 

with the sighting-point 
gables in the distance

Sculptural roots
in Selsdon Wood



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 9 – 11

9.9

If you want to catch a bus up the hill, you are advised to continue 
to the bus stop after Sandpiper Road, because the stop outside the 
Nature Reserve is not served by buses on which Oystercards are 
valid.

Up ahead, near the top of the hill, there is a light-controlled 
pedestrian crossing at the entrance to Croydon High 

School. This is the best point at which you may cross to the left-hand 
pavement for the last stretch to the bulky supermarket, library and 
community hall complex at the crossroads at the very top. Take the 
slip road on the left to reach the main entrance to the complex on 
Addington Road.

Buses run between this point and Croydon.

In 1970, Harold Wilson coined the term Selsdon Man to represent the 
Conservative Party’s then free-marketeers. Malcolm Muggeridge 
(writer and broadcaster) was born here, and the very diff erent 
childhoods of model Kate Moss and John Atwood (of the original 
Plymouth Colony in Massachusett s) were played out here. Ruth 
Ellis, the last woman to be hanged in Britain, lived in Sanderstead, 
as did, for some time, Charlie, elder brother of twin gangsters 
Reggie and Ronnie Kray.

From the junction at Selsdon Community Hall, turn left and walk 
along Addington Road in a 
south-westerly direction with 
the hall and supermarket on 
your left. Cross Addington 
Road at the light-controlled 
pedestrian crossing next to the 
entrance to the car park for the 
complex, and climb the hill 
using the right-hand pavement.

Just at the lip of the hill, 
opposite a gatehouse for 
Selsdon Park, enter into the 
woodland of Sanderstead 
Plantation. Take the left-hand 
path ahead at each fork (ignore 
the quick exit sharp left to the 
bus stop), always rising, until 
you reach a crossing of paths 
with two prominent trees on 
your right-hand side.

This point is the summit of the 
London Borough of Croydon, 
175m above sea level.

Here, turn left and follow the 
footpath out onto Addington 
Road. Turn right onto the busy 

Below —
Selsdon Park gatehouse, 

Addington Road

Bott om —
the summit of Croydon,
Sanderstead Plantation
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road, taking the right-hand pavement down past the church. Cross 
to the left-hand pavement at the pedestrian crossing, then continue 
over the end of Onslow Gardens to the roundabout, turning left 
into Limpsfi eld Road.

If you do not have a need of shops or other facilities, cross at the 
pedestrian crossing to take the right-hand pavement of Limpsfi eld 
Road, otherwise go past the shops using the left-hand pavement to 
a set of pedestrian lights at Gresham Primary School,  where cross 
to use the right-hand pavement.

The clear statement on the school sign that we are fi rmly within 
the London Borough of Croydon underlines the pathetic fantasy 
of the sign at the top of Limpsfi eld Road which tries to pretend 
that Sanderstead is not within Croydon (and thereby London) but 
is somehow att ached to a completely diff erent county.

Continue on Limpsfi eld Road to the recreation ground on your 
right.


