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LSW
10

Sanderstead to Chipstead,
via

the summit of Sutton

Start Sanderstead — CR2  9LH

Finish Holly Lane car park, Chipstead — 100m WNW of CR5  3NN

Distance 13.57km

Duration 3 hours 12 minutese

Ascent 290m

Access Buses at start of section. Trains at end of section and at Coulsdon South.

Facilities All facilities at start of section. Shops at Old Coulsdon and Woodmansterne.

10.1 Sanderstead Recreation Ground. 0m

10.2 R beyond rec gd; pass pavilion; L; R to corner of car park; ahead to cross 
rd at Mitchley Hill; climb to R of houses; R to top of hill; keep wood on R 
through R and L turns; R into wood to Dunmail Dr; L past sch.

1690m

10.3 L on broad path; beyond sports gd on L, R down to wood; L down to lane; 
cross rly; ahead to Godstone Rd.

1290m

10.4 W on Old Barn Lane; over rly; up New Barn Lane to top; ahead through 
wood to Kenley Common; ahead in woods; SW at path jct; diag across fi eld; 
R to Hayes Lane; R; L on path; bear R to rees; L to Old Lodge Lane.

940m

10.5 Path WSW; descend to Caterham Dr; R to The Glade; L; R on path to ch; L to 
shops; R (L pvt) to fork; path on L; ahead on Bradmore Way; pass liby on R.

1400m

10.6 L on path; R on Mead Way; L on path; bear R; descend to Chaldon Way; L; 
R on path to Farthing Downs.

1200m

10.7 R on woodland path; exit to continue on downs; over catt le grid and (L pvt) 
descend to pass under bridges; rise L to rbt at Brighton Rd — not A23.

1250m

10.8 N; fork L on Lion Green Rd; ahead L on Woodman Rd; R on path; over rly; 
L; R on Woodmansterne Rd; ahead on Grove Lane to The Mount.

1590m

10.9 L; ahead on path; bend R; slant L down fi eld; L to rd; R to shops. 1430m

10.10 L on Chipstead Way; R on Lakers Rise; ahead on path; L; down to Solom’s 
Court Rd; L; R on path to Holly Lane car park.

1810m
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This section of the route starts at the entrance to 
Sanderstead Recreation Ground on Limpsfi eld Road.

There is a bus stop at the start: services run between Croydon and 
Warlingham.

There is a café at the start of the section, and all facilities are available 
on Limpsfi eld Road.

Just beyond a children’s playground in the corner of 
the recreation ground, turn right up a lane (between a 

hedge and the playground) which leads to a former pavilion at the 
far end.

The pavilion is a sad brick building, left over from the days when 
the tide went out for municipal park facilities such as cafés and 
changing rooms (though recreation grounds in other areas manage 
to retain some of these facilities). Turn left at the far end of the 
building (a disused bowling green is now on your right) and drop 
down to a scrubby litt le car park. In the far right-hand corner, where 
a narrow footpath squeezes between a fence and a sign warning 
people not to park on the hatched area, which is announced as a 
“part of Footpath 24”. In fact, the hatchments seem to have vanished 
at the same time as the facilities in the brick pavilion.

Go down the narrow pathway, bearing right to go round a few 
straggly bushes: you are now on the left edge of some land which 
may or may not give the impression of being tilled. Follow the path 
downhill until it brings you out onto Mitchley Hill (street) opposite 
the last, right-hand house.

Take the footpath which lies opposite, up the right-hand side of 
the house: for anyone with Lake District knowledge, the note on 
the sign that the path leads “to Dunmail Drive” (give or take a few 
lett ers which have fallen off ) will foretell a serious climb ahead. The 
path certainly starts rising smartly, but when Mitchley Wood is 
reached, the path bears right to rise at a less challenging gradient. 
At the top of the rise, there is a fi eld to the left, and you will see a 

stile leading into the fi eld.

Yes, there is a path which cuts 
the corner of the fi eld, but 
crossing it requires clambering 
over a stile at each end, and the 
time-energy balance is one for 
each walker to weigh up. To 
be honest, it’s probably easier 
overall to stay out of the fi eld. 
The out-of-fi eld path takes a 
left turn to meet up with the 
“hypotenuse” route; here, turn 
right to follow a woodland 
path for a few metres, then 
turn left at a T-junction onto 

10.2

10.1

Mitchley Wood,
seen from the east



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 10 – 3

Gateway on the descent of 
Riddlesdown

a broad path. This is Dunmail 
Drive, which leads out to 
Riddlesdown College, a 
secondary school.

Do not advance 
as far as the road 

ahead, but rather take the 
track which leads off  to the left 
beyond the college perimeter: 
you will soon pass the college’s 
sports fi elds on your left-hand 
side.

A stubby fi ngerpost heralds 
our meeting with section 5 
of the London Loop, running 
clockwise, approaching from ahead.

Turn right to follow the London Loop downhill, ignoring a 
cross-path at the lower end of the fi rst meadow. Keep ahead to 
descend steeply to a point where the main path seems to turn left at 
the corner of a fence. Ahead, tucked in the trees, you will see a gate.

Go through the gate, and turn left. A clear green track leads off , 
and soon there is a London Loop stump-post guiding you gently 
downhill. Eventually, you will meet the ancient Riddlesdown Road 
(a trackway). Ahead, the track becomes more established, crossing 
a railway and descending to reach a main road. This is the A22, 
Godstone Road.

Just before the main road is reached, you will pass a large black 
sign on the left: look on the other side, and you will learn that 
Riddlesdown is managed by the Corporation of the City of London. 
The management of these green spaces by the Corporation of 
London is discussed in the introduction to the London Summits 
Walk route.

The section ends at the next 
road on the right, Old Barn 
Lane.

Previous versions of this 
guide labelled this point as 
Kenley Trade Park: the trading 
function is shrinking as new 
housing takes over the land.

By continuing ahead on 
Godstone Road, you may reach 
Whyteleafe station in about 
800m. Nearby Whyteleafe 
station, Upper Warlingham is 
just as convenient.

10.3

London Loop junction, 
Riddlesdown
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Journey times are slightly less from Upper Warlingham, but you 
will need to consult the timetables to check which will give you an 
earlier arrival at East Croydon station.

There is a frequent bus service from the nearby bus stop (i.e., running 
away from Whyteleafe) to Croydon, with stops for Southern rail 
services at Kenley station (turn left at the far end of the parade 
from the bus stop of that name) and Purley station. In the opposite 
direction, the bus will take you to Whyteleafe or Upper Warlingham.

There are shops and eating opportunities in the vicinity of the 
stations.

Peter Cushing was born in Kenley, and the philosopher Sir Karl 
Popper lived there. Group-Captain Sir Douglas Bader was stationed 
at RAF Kenley.

Take Old Barn Lane off  the A22 (Godstone Road): it is 
signposted with London Loop signs. New fl ats have 

begun to take over the area. Old Barn Lane is a short stubby litt le 
road which ends at a railway footbridge. Cross the railway to reach 
New Barn Lane (street-namers can be so imaginative at times!). 
Climb New Barn Lane, passing a school on the right, keeping on 
until the road gives way to a footpath which climbs with steps to 
Kenley Common (heralded by a signboard which declares the land 
to be owned by the Corporation of the City of London).

Management of green space by the Corporation of London is 
discussed in the introduction to the London Summits Walk route.

Do not venture onto the open land, but keep to a footpath which 
continues ahead to its right, just inside the trees (still with the 
London Loop signage).

Go straight over a crossing path and plunge on deeper into the 
woodland.

In time (a litt le less than 400m after passing the signboard), the route 
veers half-left off  the main path (which is trending to the right at 
that point) to come out at the corner of a large rectangular fi eld with 

a kissing-gate (without a fence, 
therefore completely optional) 
immediately ahead of you.

You should see, beyond the 
gate, a faint trod across the fi eld 
towards a matching fenceless 
gate on the far side of the fi eld. 
At this farther gate, you will 
see a path — again bearing 
London Loop signage — into 
the woodland.

If you should happen to stray 
too far to the left and reach the 
far corner of the fi eld, there is 

10.4

Field on Kenley Common
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10.5

no need to backtrack. Just turn right to regain the route at the end 
of Golf Road).

Before you dive into the wood, though, look ahead to where Kenley 
Aerodrome sits on the top of the downs. RAF Kenley saw active 
service between 1917 and 1959, and is now a gliding facility of the 
Air Cadets. The fi lm about the exploits of Douglas Bader (or, to give 
him his full title, Group-Captain Sir Douglas Robert Steuart Bader, 
CBE, DSO and Bar, DFC and Bar, DL, FRAeS), Reach for the Sky, was 
fi lmed at RAF Kenley, where Bader was stationed in 1930.

Continue down Golf Road to Hayes Lane.

Turn right along the lane, then look out for a London Loop sign 
about 100m along the lane, pointing left off  the road just before 
you reach a house on the left. Follow the path through scrubland: it 
veers a bit to the right before regaining a generally westward tack. 
A fi eld opens up to the right: keep to the track on its left-hand edge, 
but before reaching a clump of trees, veer sharply left into another 
fi eld. Ignore the path which trends slightly downwards, keeping 
close to the left edge of this fi eld. Just before you reach a house on 
the left, the path cuts the corner to come out onto Old Lodge Lane 
through the hedge.

If you arrive at the right time of day and you have need of sustenance, 
a short deviation to the left will bring you to the Watt enden Arms; 
this may be of use to slake your necessities.

Turn right on Old Lodge Lane, but almost immediately 
leave it to the left of the road at a bend (so it is eff ectively 

straight on) onto an enclosed track.

At this point, the London Loop departs into the fi eld on the left. The 
Loop is a viable alternative route from here to Farthing Downs.

When you reach a couple of concrete traffi  c-barrier bollards, 
continue between them, descending with a left-hand dog-leg to 
reach Caterham Drive. Cross the street, but do not continue up 
Keston Avenue. Turn right, crossing the end of Haycroft Close, and 
turning left into The Glade.

You will see bus stops for the 404 service, but since this is at best 
hourly, there is a good chance that your response will be “404: bus 
not found”.

Ascend for about 100m, using The Glade’s right-hand pavement. 
Take a path which starts off  between houses on the right. This path 
begins by climbing (as so many of these paths do!), but levels out on 
the approach to Old Coulsdon on the approach to the land att ached 
to St John’s church.

There has been a church in Coulsdon (Cuthraed’s Dene) since 675: 
the oldest parts of the current church date from the restoration of 
1269-1282. The family of Lord Byron held the Manor during the 
Victorian era, when major renovations were carried out in the 
manner and style of those days. Further major modernisations in 
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1959 and then in 1990 have 
brought the church to its 
current and architecturally 
hybrid state.

Old Coulsdon also has a place 
in cricket lore: it is reckoned to 
be the fi rst place where three 
stumps and two bails were 
used as the wicket.

Pass out onto the street 
opposite a recreation ground, 

and turn left to the junction, where there are shops. Cross the road 
by the pedestrian lights.

Off  to your left is the terminus of the 60 bus service (for Purley, 
Croydon and, if you need to go so far, Streatham).

Turn right, passing another bus stop. Just before the B276/B2030 
junction, bear left along a path to reach Bradmore Way. Cross the 
end of Tollers Lane and pass the octagonal library on your right.

A mere 40m ahead, turn left down a path to reach 
Mead Way, where turn right. About 160m ahead, turn 

left onto another path, which zigzags right, then left, then right, 
before dropping down to meet Chaldon Way. Turn left, then after 
40m right, to climb by way of a path up to the edge of Farthing 
Downs.

Do not break through (yet) onto the downland, but 
turn right on a path just inside the woodland to savour 

the trees.

There are many examples of yew and holly here. Just after an area 
of animal earths below your feet (watch out for the entrance holes, 
which are perfectly arranged for the breaking of ankles), you will 
see the fi rst of several gates leading up onto the downs: take one of 
them, and follow the edge of the woodland down to the catt le-grid 
and gates which mark the northern tip of the open land.

Note the white-painted iron bollards with the crest of the City 
of London Corporation: this indicates that you are passing over 
another patch of southern common land which is managed by the 
City Corporation.

At this point, section 5 of the London Loop, running clockwise, 
makes common cause with the London Summits Walk route, 
arriving off  the crest of Farthing Downs.

Descend by the left-hand pavement of Downs Lane to pass beneath 
the railway bridge.

Coulsdon South station (Southern services) lies up the path to the 
left immediately beyond the bridge (and before the modern A23 
bridge).

10.6

10.7

St John’s church,
Old Coulsdon
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It is worth contemplating Coulsdon South as a key point in the 
logistics of the far south of the London Summits Walk route: 
you have reached another of the edges of the London transport 
system There is an exit to Chipstead station about 6km ahead, and 
to Tadworth station at 12km, but train services are sketchy on a 
Sunday. At Tadworth, there are hourly services (each) by bus to 
Sutt on and Epsom (one every two hours on each route on a Sunday), 
but Oystercards are not valid on these services.

With occasional buses at Farm Lane, Ashtead, 16km from here (or 
a hike to Epsom Hospital for more frequent buses) the next regular 
bus service (every 30 minutes, but hourly on Sundays) is at the Star 
Inn, 19km away. It is fully 26km to Chessington, where the familiar 
frequency of London buses (to Kingston) may be found, as well 
as rail services from Chessington South towards Waterloo (South 
Western Railway).

Do your homework.

From the bott om of the station access path at the 
railway bridge on Downs Lane, pass underneath a 

second railway bridge (the fast Brighton line) and the more modern 
A23 bridge. Immediately beyond the road bridge, take a path up 
to your left to reach the light-controlled pedestrian crossing, which 
crosses the station access road.

Cross the road (the A237 Brighton Road) and turn right. Cross the 
entry to the Cane Hill estate, and go straight ahead on the A237, 
with shops to your right.

At the junction by the Post Offi  ce, go straight across to climb 
Woodman Road (London Loop signs have returned to help you), 
with a builder’s merchant on your right. Take the bend to the left 
on Woodman Road, then immediately take the gap on the right 
which leads to a bridge crossing the Chipstead Valley railway line. 
This path leads out onto Woodmansterne Road: turn left, then fork 
right, up the hill, (the road is still Woodmansterne Road), using 
the left-hand pavement. The 
hill goes on for almost 1km. 
Finally, just before you reach 
the estate’s pub (the Jack and 
Jill), turn left.

Here, the London Loop pushes 
straight ahead.

Unless you are 
in need of what 

sustenance the newsagent at 
the end of the row of shops 
might be able to supply, keep 
to the left-hand pavement, 
continuing past the end of the 
road onto a track.

10.8

10.9

The summit of Sutt on
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Somewhere between the end 
of Whitethorn Avenue and the 
end of the recreation ground 
on the right of the track is the 
summit of Sutt on, 147m above 
sea level; by the time the track 
has bent to the right, you are 
in the borough of Reigate and 
Banstead in Surrey.

Continue, then round to the 
right: in a few metres, you 
have a choice. If you have 
four feet and eat hay, you will 
need to continue ahead and 
down to the left; bipeds may 

use the footpath on the hypotenuse down and across the fi eld. By 
whichever route you have chosen, you will come out onto the road 
at Manor Hill.

Turn right (beware: there is no footway for the fi rst 100m or so), and 
follow the road up the hill and round the left-hand bend to reach 
the large fallen tree which has been rather roughly remodelled as a 
village sign for Woodmansterne.

Just beyond the entry to the church on your left, a sign indicates 
a public footpath down to the left. It follows the backs of houses 
before cutt ing right to reach Chipstead Way (where turn left) when 
more back gardens block the route ahead.

However, the shops just beyond the village sign (and, a litt le bit 
beyond the junction, the Woodman pub) off er a bett er option.

Turn left at the shops, and you may enjoy a less claustrophobic 
descent all the way down Chipstead Way to Lakers Rise.

Turn right onto Lakers Rise, but carry straight on where the road 
bends right, to climb up onto some open land. Here, turn sharp left 
to follow a narrow path which climbs on the left of the land. At the 
top, a footpath (rather grandly called Solom’s Court Road on the 
Ordnance Survey map) comes in from the right, and the joint path 
descends, still abutt ing properties on the left.

Turn left onto the road, and descend for about 40m. Take a path 
to the right which runs between garden fences. A quick zigzag 
indicates where the housing on your right ends, giving way to 
woodland. Continue on the path in a westerly direction to reach 
Holly Lane car park.

This is the end of the section.

For Chipstead station (Southern services), go left along Lower 
Park Road, turn left along Outwood Lane, then turn right to go up 
Station Approach past a row of shops. The station is 350m from the 
end of the section.

Woodmansterne village sign


