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LSW
13

Kingston-upon-Thames to 
Osterley, via the summit of
Richmond-upon-Thames

Start Kingston-upon-Thames, Queen Elizabeth Road — KT2  6RN

Finish Osterley station (Piccadilly Line, Heathrow branch) — TW7  4PU

Distance 13.42km

Duration 2 hours 54 minutes

Ascent 127m

Access Train and bus. Tube at end of section.

Facilities All facilities at Kingston, Richmond and Isleworth. Toilets at Kingston Gate and 
(with café) at Pembroke Lodge en route. Kiosk at end of section

13.1 Queen Elizabeth Rd. 0m

13.2 Pass under rly; L then R into Elm Rd; bear L beyond Wych Elm pub on 
Shortlands Rd; over Cross Rd; L on Park Rd; R on King’s Rd; L to enter park.

1430m

13.3 Path between wall path (on L) and rd to Ham Gate. 1390m

13.4 Cross rd; path R away from rd; L at ruined tree; ahead towards rd; bear L to 
Pembroke Lodge; L of house to King Henry’s Mound.

1530m

13.5 Cross rd; L; cross rd R of rbt; bear R; pass pond on R; L to Cambrian Gate. 1130m

13.6 Down Cambrian Rd; R/L on Marlborough Rd; ahead on Onslow Rd and 
Vineyard Passage; R/L; over Sheen Rd; R on The Quadrant to stn.

1560m

13.7 Cross rd; down alley; L; diag across Litt le Green and Richmond Green; R to 
corner; R/L by Old Palace Lane to river; R under rly and rd br.

1030m

13.8 Ahead; cross river; R on path to Railshead Rd; L; R; R to river; L to Lion 
Wharf Rd; L to Upper Square; R to sch; R past old sch; L to Town Wharf.

1870m

13.9 L past pub; L/R/L on Mill Plat; R/L on Linkfi eld Rd past Grainger Rd; L to 
St John’s Rd; R to London Rd.

1760m

13.10 L; R at fi re stn; R (Witham Rd); L (Eversley Cres); R (Burlington Rd); R 
(Spencer Rd); lineside path to A4; cross by underpass to stn.

1720m
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This section begins in Kingston-upon-Thames at the 
bend in the Cromwell Road one-way system where 

Queen Elizabeth Road makes its way beneath the railway tracks.

From Kingston station, follow the signs to Cromwell Road bus 
station, and continue past the bus station to the corner, where the 
section starts.

Kingston has a long history; seven kings were crowned on 
the Coronation Stone here. The photographer and pioneer of 
photographing movement Eadweard Muybridge (a supposed 
regression of “Edward Muggeridge” into Anglo-Saxon) was born 
in Kingston, as were Donald Campbell, John Galsworthy, and Sir 
Terence Conran.

Walk down Queen Elizabeth Road’s narrow section 
to pass underneath the railway; at the end turn left 

onto Canbury Park Road. Take the fi rst right, Elm Road, with the 
Canbury Arms pub on the corner. Follow the left-hand pavement 
of Elm Road past a school to reach the Wych Elm pub on your left. 
Here, Elm Road bends right for a few metres to meet Canbury 
Avenue: the London Summits route keeps on the same pavement 
past the Wych Elm into Shortlands Road ahead.

On reaching the next crossroads, cross Cross Road(!), continuing 
along Shortlands Road ahead: the road bears to the right. At the 
end of Shortlands Road, turn left along Park Road to the next 
crossroads, where turn right, up King’s Road. Turn left at the end 
to enter Richmond Park at Kingston Gate.

There is a toilet block on the left just inside the gate.

Measuring 856ha, Richmond Park is the largest of the eleven areas 
known as Royal Parks (there is a link referenced in the introduction 
to the London Summits Walk route). It has been a deer park since 
1637, and still has red and fallow deer roaming freely. The best time 
to see the deer is in the early morning. Roads in the park are open 
from dawn to dusk; pedestrian access is available round the clock, 
except overnight during the periods when a deer cull is needed to 
stabilise the population.

From the entry 
into the park at 

Kingston Gate, a path follows 
the wall on the left, and the 
road climbs ahead. Ignore the 
wallside path, but about 100m 
up the road from the gate, 
take a smaller footpath which 
keeps a litt le distance from the 
wallside, rising and dipping 
in the landscape, and passing 
some fi ne examples of living 
and fallen trees.

13.2

13.1

13.3
The path in Richmond Park 
near Kingston Gate)
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After walking for approximately 1.4km, you 
will approach a road, with Ham Gate on the 
left, by a pond.

Cross the road, and take a grass 
path which climbs to the right, 

leading towards a prominent “pencil stump” 
of a tree. Just beyond this is a much shorter, 
exquisitely gnarled hollow stump.

Take the path to the left (a litt le west of 
north) away from the stump, keeping to the 
crest of the land. The path drifts towards 
the road on the right, coming alongside it 
as the road approaches a bend to the right, 
and continuing away from it in the same 
direction as before when the road veers off  
right. About 400m after leaving the roadside, 
you will reach the wall of Pembroke Lodge.

At this point, section 6 of the Capital Ring, 
running in a clockwise direction, crosses 
from right to left: do not follow the Ring.

Bear slightly right to a gate into Pembroke 
Lodge. Once inside, take the left-hand path 
to pass to the left of the house: there is now a 
splendid panorama to the left (west).

When the house is not completely requisitioned for private parties, 
you may make use of the café and/or toilets, but be prepared for a 
disappointment, unless you have checked the website fi rst).

Keep on past the house to a gate: beyond this, on the left, is King 
Henry’s Mound. This, at 56m above sea level, is the summit of the 
borough of Richmond-upon-Thames.

The mound probably has nothing to do with King Henry VIII (as is 
often posited), but is much more likely to have been a burial mound 
from the bronze age. In particular, the long-running story that the 
King waited patiently here for the signal that Anne Boleyn had been 
beheaded at the Tower of London is pure fi ction spurred on by the 
wishful thinking of the local tourism industry.

The hollow stump on the 
ridge east of Ham Gate

Ham House and, on the far 
right horizon in the picture, 
Terminal 5 at Heathrow in 

the vista westwards from 
King Henry’s Mound

13.4
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King Henry’s Mound is possibly the 
fi nest of the borough summits for the 
view. The spot is marked by a circular 
stone cap, engraved with words from The 
Seasons (1726-30), by James Thomson, 
who, as we have already discovered, 
wrote the words to Rule, Britannia! in 
the Dove Inn, Hammersmith.

Thomson was educated in Jedburgh 
and Edinburgh, and his long poem The 
Seasons is the work which has made 
certain that his name has endured. The 
poem is in high Miltonic style, and a 

German translation begat a similar work in German which became 
the librett o for The Seasons oratorio (1801) by Haydn (and which 
was translated back into English for the oratorio’s version in that 
language — a litt le of the original English may have survived). 
The title page of the fi rst edition of Haydn’s oratorio cuts out the 
middlemen and states clearly that the oratorio is “after Thomson”.

From King Henry’s Mound, the western panorama is spectacular; 
Ham House sits squarely in the middle distance, but the view 
stretches to and beyond Heathrow. To the east, there is a direct line 
of sight to St Paul’s Cathedral: that line of sight is protected from 
new buildings.

Richmond-upon-Thames is unique among the thirty-two London 
boroughs, in that it has land on each side of the River Thames. The 
City of London does have a foothold on the southern bank, since all 
of London Bridge is a part of the City.

Come down off  the mound to the west, and turn right 
to make back towards the road. Cross the road with 

care, and turn to the left on the broad track a few metres beyond 
the tarmac.

You will see the line of sight leading the eye towards St Paul’s on 
your right, but the cathedral dome is now overshadowed from 
behind by the new tall buildings of the City of London.

Walk northwards, parallel to the road, but do not take the wide 
sweep to the right: make ahead towards a small roundabout, with 
the white stonework of Richmond Gate over to the left.

The enormous red-brick building which fi lls the view behind the 
gate was, until 2013, the Royal Star and Garter Home for disabled 
ex-service personnel, many of whom worked in the Poppy Factory 
farther down Richmond Hill.

13.5

The Thomson stone at
King Henry’s Mound

The City line of sight from
King Henry’s Mound
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The historic building will 
henceforth contain fl ats, the 
likes of which would be the 
stuff  of veterans’ dreams; the 
Homes for the veterans are 
now located in two places — 
one nearby in Surbiton and 
another in Solihull, in the West 
Midlands.

Just to the right of the 
roundabout, cross the park 
road which comes in from the right, soon bearing right with a clear 
path to a pond. Pass the pond on your right, ignoring a gateway to 
your left (Bishop’s Gate), but soon bearing down to the left to exit 
the park through Cambrian Gate.

This leads onto Cambrian Road. Walk the length 
of this relatively short road, then turn right and 

immediately left into the narrow Marlborough Road, which runs in 
a north-westerly direction.

At Friars Stile Road, there are shops and a pub to your left.

Cross Friars Stile Road and continue ahead, now on Onslow Road. 
Just after the road called The Vineyard comes in from the right, 
leave the road half right to pick up a footpath (Vineyard Passage), 
continuing in the same north-westerly direction as before.

This pathway runs alongside the historic Vineyard Burial Ground, 
eventually coming out onto Paradise Road (one-way traffi  c from 
the right) — paradise after burial? Here, turn right, then left down 
Eton Road (one-way traffi  c coming uphill) to reach The Square.

You are now in the centre of Richmond. Ahead and slightly right of 
centre, you will see a tiny alley: take this through to The Quadrant. 
Bear right to follow the street’s right-hand pavement to reach 
Richmond station.

The town name has come from drift: Sheen, to the east, was the 
site chosen by King Henry VII for a rebuilt royal palace (a fi re had 
destroyed the previous palace on the site, and there had been a 
royal residence in Sheen since the turn of the fourteenth century 
at the latest), and he named it Richmond Palace, in honour of his 
ancestral home of Richmond Castle in North Yorkshire. The housing 
development which grew up later to the west, between Sheen and 
the river, took the name Richmond from the palace.

The hunting park to the south was enclosed by King Charles I and 
was called Richmond Park.

Richmond lies at the south-western extremity of the London 
Underground network, and of the Overground (after the rather slow 
and rambling North London Line was ingested into the Overground 
network in 2007, and has been subsequently improved). Richmond 

13.6

The former Royal Star and 
Garter Home
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Richmond Green is a key outer London station on the South Western Railway between 
Waterloo and Reading, Windsor, Hounslow and Kingston.

From the station forecourt, cross the main road at the 
light-controlled pedestrian crossing, and continue 

along an alleyway (Old Station Passage). Turn left along the street 
at the far end of the alleyway (Parkshot), rising and falling as the 
road crosses the rail lines which are in a tunnel beneath.

A redundant church is passed on your left, and the corner of Litt le 
Green is reached. Take the tarmac path across the green from its 
corner. Cross Portland Terrace and continue across Richmond 
Green. Half-way across, near the cricket square, veer slightly right 
on a crossing path to reach the western corner of Richmond Green.

Bear slightly right onto Old Palace Lane (do not be tempted down 
Garrick Close with its “private pavement” notice). Old Palace Lane 
bends left to descend to the Thames, passing the White Swan pub 
on the way.

At the River Thames, section 7 of the Capital Ring, running 
clockwise, joins from the left.

When you reach the river, glance to your left for a view upstream 
towards Richmond Bridge before turning right (downstream). The 
part of the riverside path between here and Richmond Bridge may 
be fl ooded at the highest tides, so be careful if you decide to vary 
the route through the commercial centre of Richmond.

Pass beneath the railway bridge and then Twickenham Bridge, 
which carries the A316, a main radial route for London and the 
route to the M3 (towards Southampton and, going onto the A303, 
to Salisbury).

13.7
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The current Twickenham 
Bridge (road) was constructed 
in 1933, and was the fi rst 
reinforced concrete bridge 
in the UK to incorporate 
hinges to accommodate the 
expansion and contraction due 
to temperature change.

In 2008, the bridge gained 
Grade II* listing to protect 
it from any development 
which would detract from 
its engineering and Art Deco 
qualities.

Beyond Twickenham Bridge, you will soon reach the 
Victorian Richmond Lock and Weir, which is also 

Grade II* listed.

Technically, Richmond Lock and Weir is a half-tide lock and 
barrage: for two hours either side of high tide, the gates are raised 
into the bridge, leaving an unimpeded route for river traffi  c. The 
lock is required at lower states of the tide (and thus, transit at these 
times must be paid for).

Take the towpath just beyond the lock’s superstructure before 
doubling back up the fl ight of steps onto the downstream footbridge 
(its upstream twin is no longer in public use).

For about the fi rst fi fty years after its construction, there was a toll of 
one penny to cross the bridge on foot (the toll booths and turnstile 
housings are still in place), but passage has been free since then. 
Note that the footbridge is closed at night: the alternative route is 
via Twickenham Bridge and Ranelagh Drive (which fl oods at the 
highest tides, so the alternative route is used under these tidal 
circumstances).

Descend from the footbridge onto Ranelagh Drive, and, where 
the road swings left, continue straight ahead through the barrier 
against wheeled traffi  c to reach 
Railshead Promenade. About 
350m from the footbridge, 
you will come alongside (and 
beneath) Gordon House.

This brick mansion was once 
the London country house of 
the Dukes of Richmond and 
Gordon (unique in that the 
dukedom was listed in the 
peerages of Scotland, England, 
the United Kingdom, and 
France).

13.8

High tide (though not 
spring tide) at

Ranelagh Drive from the 
footbridge at Richmond Lock

Twickenham Bridge (and 
hinge) looking upstream
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More recently, it housed the Maria 
Grey Teacher Training College, 
which was subsumed into fi rst 
the West London Institute of 
Higher Education, then Brunel 
University (which took the suffi  x 
London in 2006).

When teaching was relocated 
to Uxbridge and the estate was 
released for housing. Some of the 
interior of the house was designed 
by Robert Adam.

The promenade ends at some 
moorings, and the path turns inland onto Railshead Road. Ignore a 
footpath sign on the right: it leads to a dead end. When you come 
out onto the main road, turn right and cross the River Crane. You 
have now entered the London Borough of Hounslow.

Pass a scout hut on your right, and turn right onto a path which 
leads to the river. The area on your left is the estate of a former 
convent.

The convent estate is now covered by riverside housing (which does 
not exactly hold to vows of poverty and understatement).

Turn left along the riverside to Lion Wharf Road.

Here, the Capital Ring continues straight ahead.

Turn left to the centre of Old Isleworth.

Here, buses serve Richmond, Isleworth station and Hounslow, 
and there is an array of local opportunities for shopping and 

revictualling.

Isleworth (pronounced EYE-zel-worth) 
is not named with reference to the island 
in the river: its fi rst recorded name (from 
695) is Gislheresuuyrth (from a personal 
name), and it has been through various 
versions of Istleworth and Thistleworth 
before the name sett led in the middle of 
the eighteenth century.

A litt le triangle here has a trough provided 
by the Metropolitan Catt le Trough and 
Drinking Fountain Association and a 
stone-encased lamp-post memorial to a 
former vicar of the parish.

Turn to the right to enter North Street. At 
the Swan Inn, continue ahead (past the 
entrance on the left to the local hall of the 
Royal British Legion) to reach a modern 

Gordon House, landward 
side, during its days as 
a university campus 
(photograph made available 
by kind agreement with 
Brunel University London)

Old Isleworth
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school building on the left: this 
is the current location of the 
Isleworth Blue School.

Cross the green opposite 
the school gate to descend 
through an archway in modern 
buildings in the bott om 
left-hand corner of the green: 
this takes you into Lower 
Square.

There is a convenience shop on 
your right for the restocking of 
essential victuals. 

However, the eye is drawn to 
the imposing building which 
takes up the east side of the 
square. This is the former building of the Blue School (it was 
constructed in 1841): it fell into disuse for some time, but has now 
been converted, as has so much of London’s historic architecture, 
into a block of “luxury apartments”.

The Blue School can trace its lineage back to 1623 (perhaps earlier), 
when a Church of England Charity School was founded in the 
area, taking the name Blue School in the eighteenth century. The 
premises in Lower Square were too cramped, and a girls’ school 
was established nearby in North Street in 1870. An upper school 
was established in 1883, and this secondary school has come down 
to us as the Isleworth and Syon School in Ridgeway Road (where 
the school has been since 1931), not far from Osterley station at the 
end of this section of the London Summits Walk.

This establishment is the school whose governors’ authority is 
moulded onto the boundary marker which was met on the London 
Summits Walk route, away on the far side of London in the Crofton 
area of the London Borough of Bromley, by the Kyd Brook.

In 1671, Ann Oliver, the widow of a noted and adept miniaturist 
artist who had enjoyed Royal commissions, purchased land in 
Orpington and in Crofton, the tenants’ rents from which would 
provide funding for the school. We must remember that Isleworth 
and Orpington could almost be at opposite ends of the planet in 
those days.

During the nineteenth century, when common land was being 
enclosed, the governors made their claim on the land obvious, and 
these cast-iron boundary markers were placed in the ground.

The last remnants of school income from tenants here had ended by 
1930, but some of the boundary markers remain.

Pass to the left of the old school, then turn left down Swan Street to 
meet the river at the Town Wharf.

Old Blue School, Isleworth
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Here, section 7 of the Capital 
Ring, running clockwise, joins 
up from the right (subject to 
local building diversions as 
the riverside here is currently 
subject to re-development).

Turn left to reach 
the Town Wharf 

Inn, where you have a choice 
of indoor seating or a riverside 
deck.

If your arrival suits the opening 
hours, this could be a spot to sit 
down and refl ect on this area of 
London which is so old (four 
thousand years of habitation) 
and yet so constantly renewed.

The ‘riverside’ at the Town 
Wharf is, in fact, a backwater, 
the main channel being on 
the far side of Isleworth Ait, 
the tree-clad island which lies 
immediately opposite. At low 
tide, the backwater of the river 
is only a few centimetres deep. 
Clearly, there is no longer any 
regular transhipment of goods 
here — no more fl our and cloth 
from the Isleworth mills, no 
more coal for the local fi res, 

ovens and engines.

Beyond the Town Wharf Inn, the riverside path continues until a 
grey crane is reached, a reminder of the wharf’s history.

Ahead, there is a view of the river downstream from Isleworth Ait: 
in the far distance, the trees on the other side of the river border Old 
Deer Park and the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

On the left of the view ahead, you will notice the London Apprentice 
pub — the inn is said to be so named because apprentices of the 
City’s Livery Companies would “enjoy” the exercise of rowing 
upstream from the City to Isleworth (after all, history is always 
writt en by the bosses). The inn has an enviable situation on the river 
bank.

Beyond the pub stands the square tower of All Saints’ church, the 
only remnant of a church destroyed in 1940, not by enemy bombing 
but by schoolboy arson. Beyond the church, Syon Park (home of 
the Duke of Northumberland) takes the riverside, with a domed 

View from Town Wharf, 
high tide: upstream (top) 
and downstream (above)

13.9
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belvedere visible at its southern 
extremity, at the far end of the 
riverside car parking spaces.

Turn left at the crane to follow 
the path out onto Church Street. 
Turn right to cross the river, 
noting the outfl ow of the mill 
race and waterfl ow regulator 
into a pool, before the river 
fl ows under Church Street and 
into the River Thames.

The river is the Duke of 
Northumberland’s River, dug 
in the sixteenth century to 
supply water from the River 
Crane for the mills at Isleworth and for the ornamental ponds in 
Syon Park.

Here, the Capital Ring continues its clockwise course ahead towards 
Syon Park.

The London Apprentice pub is 110m ahead on Church Street. The 
pub is open between 1100 and 2300 daily, and off ers the company’s 
standard menu.

Turn left up the quiet lane called Mill Plat. Along this lane, the 
connection with Northumberland names is maintained in a 
sometime entry to Warkworth House, now stopped up by bricks.

On the left, there are six modest bedsitt er cott ages. These habitations 
were established as almshouses by Sir Thomas 
Ingram in 1664. They are now managed, along with 
other local almshouses and more modern housing, 
by the local Isleworth and Hounslow Charity.

Beyond the almshouses, the tarmac of Mill Plat 
zigzags right then left, and leads out to Twickenham 
Road. Turn right onto Twickenham Road, then fi rst 
left (crossing at the refuge) into Linkfi eld Road. 

With some exceptions, the housing in this street dates 
from the turn of the twentieth century, .

Continue up the left-hand pavement until you reach 
a somewhat jaded-looking park on the left: this is 
St John’s Gardens (or St Johns Gardens: the local 
council cannot be consistent on the matt er, and lots 
of the names around here have been starved of the 
necessary apostrophe). Do not enter the park, but 
continue ahead.

Near the end of the park, you will see some small 
modern houses called Raybell Court. These have 
been built on the site of two sets of almshouses 

The London Apprentice
at low tide

Ingram Almshouses,
Mill Plat, Isleworth
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(Rayment’s and Bell’s: hence 
the ungainly name), and these 
properties are also managed by 
the Isleworth and Hounslow 
Charity.

Cross over Grainger Road and 
continue on Linkfi eld Road.

Over on the far side of the 
street, the Red Lion pub 
survives while so many other 
pubs in residential areas have 
thrown in the bar-towel.

Beyond the Red Lion, some of 
the houses on that side of the 
street are dated 1842: they must 
have had some rather splendid 
isolation in their early days, 

before all the other houses were built up around them.

Opposite these houses, where Linkfi eld Road bears slightly right, 
take a pedestrian passageway on your left, which runs through 
to Castle Road. Cross over and take the right-hand pavement of 
Nott ingham Road ahead, over Newton Road, to reach St John’s 
Road opposite the church.

Turn right up St John’s Road, crossing to the left-hand pavement at 
the pedestrian lights. Shops and cafés line the street between here 
and the railway bridge (which is one of the many bridges which 
are so often hit by vehicles whose drivers do not have the concept 
of height restriction within their mental capacity). Pass under the 
railway bridge to reach the end of St John’s Road at its junction with 
London Road.

Isleworth station lies off  to the 
right, at the end of another 
parade of shops. There are 
trains from this station to 
Waterloo, Clapham Junction, 
Hounslow and Richmond. 
There are several bus routes 
which run along London Road

Turn left onto 
London Road, 

and cross at the refuge just 
beyond a former cinema.

The cornerpiece of the building 
is now occupied by the offi  ces 
of Polskie Radio Londyn and the 
magazine Cooltura. Both serve 

Red Lion Inn,
Linkfi eld Road

Polskie  Radio Londyn
(né Odeon), Isleworth
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the Polish community, and they maintain the continuity of media 
and entertainment usage for that part of the building. Unfortunately, 
the rest of the plot has been stripped of its 1930s style — all the old 
walls and windows have been replaced by utilitarian plate glass.

Cross Harvard Road, passing the modern frontage of West Thames 
College.

The new buildings hide Spring Grove House, which gave its name 
to this area (Isleworth station was originally called Spring Grove). 
An early tenant of the house was Sir Joseph Banks, who sailed with 
Captain James Cook on the Endeavour. In fact, Banks later bought 
the house and its estate, and even created a new variety of apple 
there, which he called the Spring Grove Codlin.

Beyond the college, the right-hand pavement crosses the front of a 
large fi re station, which takes the corner of London Road and Spring 
Grove Road. Continue round the corner, with the Fire Station Flats 
on your right. Cross the end of The Grove, and continue on Spring 
Grove Road as it takes a left-hand bend.

It is perhaps diffi  cult to see this area as a nineteenth-century dream 
of plush housing for retired army offi  cers, resembling as it does 
now so much standard suburbia that could use a bit of brightening 
up to keep estate agents happier.

Go over Thornbury Road, then turn right into Witham Road, taking 
the left-hand pavement to its end. The church of St Vincent de Paul 
(the current building completed in 2005 replaces the 1935 original) 
takes most of the left-hand side: beyond are some fl ats. 

These fl ats have been built on the site of Burlington Lodge Academy, 
where Robert Louis Stevenson survived an unhappy time as a pupil 
in 1863. Later, the building was the administrative headquarters of 
the Order of St Vincent de Paul, and was renamed accordingly. The 
building was demolished in 1966.

At the top of Witham Road on the right are three nineteenth-century 
buildings forming six semi-detached dwellings. All the other houses 
in the street are of later construction: Ashton House school (seen 
over to the right on Eversley Crescent) is of similar vintage.

Turn left along Eversley Crescent, bearing right into Burlington 
Road. This street dog-legs left: at the end, turn right onto Spencer 
Road. This road bends towards the Tube line at a very utilitarian 
footbridge.

Ignore the bridge, but take a path to the right and parallel to the 
tracks (which are therefore on your left) to reach the busy Bath Road, 
the A4 trunk road which was for so long (before the construction of 
the M4) the main road west.

The path bears right towards an underpass. Before you cross 
underneath the A4, though, take a moment to rise to road level, and 
walk back to your left until you are standing on the railway bridge.
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Across the road is the elegant 1930s brick tower (complete with an 
equally elegant light-sabre on top) of Osterley station. This is one 
of the masterpieces of Charles Holden (1875-1960) in the long list of 
his commissions from London Underground. Most of his buildings 
may be seen in the 1930s extensions of the Piccadilly Line and the 
Northern Line.

Holden was born in Bolton, and his early work portfolios had 
commissions from William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as Lord 
Leverhulme) for his company village of Port Sunlight on the Wirral. 
He has important works in Bristol, but his best-known work is in 
London.

Apart from the stations, 55 Broadway was designed by Holden as 
a headquarters block (built on top of St James’s Park station) for 
London Transport, and Senate House (sometimes known as the 
London Lubyanka) for the federal headquarters and library of the 

University of London in Bloomsbury.

Osterley station’s architecture is derived from the 
movement known as de Stijl which characterises much 
of the architecture of the early twentieth century in the 
Netherlands.

Return to take the underpass out onto the north side 
of the A4 to end this section at the entrance to Osterley 
station. If you are continuing on the walk, follow the 
signpost for Bassett  Gardens.

The station has a tiny kiosk selling basic foods.

Osterley station


