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LSW
14

Osterley to Greenford station
via

summit of Hounslow

Start Osterley station (Piccadilly Line, Heathrow branch) — TW7  4PU

Finish Greenford Road — UB6  8AU

Distance 13.48km

Duration 2 hours 47 minutes

Ascent 59m

Access Tube and bus at start and end of section. Bus at key locations en route.

Facilities Kiosk at start of section. Shops at end of section, in Heston and canalside en route.

14.1 Osterley stn. 0m

14.2 Path to Bassett  Gdns; R; L to Jersey Rd; ahead; L; follow L fi eld edge through 
gap to fence at sch sports gd; R/L/L; R on lane to ch.

1950m

14.3 Ahead (New Heston Rd); L; R (Cranford Lane); R (Meadow Waye); R to end. 1440m

14.4 L (N Hyde Lane); R (Heston Park); L under M4; R; L (Crosslands Ave); R 
(Craneswater Park); R (Thorncliff e Rd); L by Wolf Fields to Norwood Rd.

1690m

14.5 Climb to cross canal; R onto towpath to Toplocks. 1220m

14.6 Continue on towpath past Ealing Hosp to Brent River Path; L to Hanwell Br. 1910m

14.7 Cross rd; follow riverside to cross fb  R at viaduct; N under rly; bear R; L 
(WNW) on path; diag R by war meml; bend R next to Church Rd; exit park; 
ahead on Church Rd to High Lane; L (golf course) to playgd at Studland Rd.

1610m

14.8 Keep to riverside; L; R; R into park; cross river to golf tee. 1780m

14.9 L; R to pavilion; diag L to A40; cross fb ; L (away from rly); R (Cayton Rd); 
R/L/L (rugby gd on L); R on Bennett s Ave to Greenford Rd.

1880m
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This section begins at Osterley Tube station, on the 
Heathrow branch of the Piccadilly Line.

The station is a classic of the Underground’s 1930s architecture of 
Charles Holden (1875-1960), who was responsible for a number of 
new stations on the Piccadilly and Northern Lines when these lines 
were extended north and south/west.

Holden was born in Bolton, and his early work included commissions 
from William Hesketh Lever (later ennobled as Lord Leverhulme) 
for Port Sunlight, his Merseyside company village on the Wirral. 
He was responsible for important works in Bristol too, but his 
best-known work is in London. Apart from stations, he designed 
the block (built on top of St James’s Park station) at 55 Broadway for 

London Transport; he was also in charge of the design 
brief for the Senate House and library (often known 
fondly as the Lubyanka) of the University of London in 
Bloomsbury.

Osterley station’s architecture is derived from the 
movement known as de Stijl, found in much architecture 
of the early twentieth century across the Netherlands.

Take the tarmac path which leads away 
northwards from the A4 underpass, 

making for Bassett  Gardens. Turn right at the end of the 
alleyway, following the main part of Bassett  Gardens 
round to the left, and taking it to its junction with Jersey 
Road at the far end. Cross Jersey Road to reach a hatched 
‘eddy’ in the elbow of the road-bend, and slip behind a 
metal barrier to pass through a gap in the brick wall of 
Osterley Park.

Osterley Park, off  to the right, is a National Trust 
property. The original mansion was built in the 1570s 
for the banker Sir Thomas Gresham (and visited by 
Queen Elizabeth I). Following a mortgage default, the 
property fell to Sir Francis Child, another banker: his 
grandsons commissioned Robert Adam to rebuild the 
house. Adam was also responsible for refurbishing 
and extending Gordon House, passed by the London 
Summits Walk route on the riverside between 
Richmond and Isleworth. In 1940, the owner, Lord 
Jersey, allowed the house and grounds of Osterley Park 
to be requisitioned as a training establishment for the 
Home Guard, but that episode fell fl at: it appears that 
Winston Churchill was not impressed with the idea, so 
the establishment was closed.

All the usual facilities are at the house in Osterley Park.

Take the footpath to the left, with hedge-scrub on your 
left. Go through a gap into the next huge fi eld. Do not 
take the path half-right (which aims to the north-west), 

14.2

14.1

Osterley station tower in 
early morning light
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but continue just north of west 
with the chain-link fence of 
Brentford FC’s training ground 
on your left, all the way to its 
far end.

You will probably see scores of 
languid (and semi-abandoned)
horses dott ed around the fi eld, 
each one chained to a staple 
in the ground. These animals 
are eff ectively held in solitary 
confi nement (giving rise to 
bored desensitisation), since the chains are not nearly long enough 
to allow any one horse to approach another.

The footpath is obviously an old church-path: it leads unerringly 
towards the church in Heston ahead. However, a school sports 
ground has been carved out of the corner of the fi eld, so you must 
turn right at its metal fence. Follow this fence round three sides of 
the sports fi eld (anti-clockwise) to reach the westbound footpath 
again. Turn right here onto the footpath, now a lane: you will soon 
meet the churchyard fi rst on the right, then with a small part also on 
your left, before coming out onto Heston Road at the church.

The church tower dates from the fourteenth century, as does the 
lychgate, but most of the rest of the building dates from the Victorian 
period, when so much of the Church of England’s 
historic estate was modernised, often being made 
into a pastiche of architecture from older times.

There are shops and buses in the vicinity of this 
major junction.

Cross Heston Road and continue 
westwards along New Heston Road: 

here, you will see a wide selection of building 
purposes and styles. At the end of the road, turn 
left at the roundabout and make your way down 
Vicarage Farm Road: there is another parade 
of shops here. Take the next road to the right 
at another roundabout you are now following 
Cranford Lane. Cross Heston Avenue then take 
the next road on the right, Meadow Waye.

This curious spelling of “Way” (as used in a 
street-name) is to be found across the western 
edge of London in many streets of the boroughs of 
Hounslow and Hillingdon: a few of these “Wayes” 
may indeed be rooted in history, but the majority 
are probably no more than would-be-rural (or 
would-be nostalgically mediæval) aff ectations.

Take the right-hand pavement of Meadow Waye, 

14.3

Tethered horses in morning 
light, Osterley Park

St Leonard’s church, Heston
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working hard to convince 
yourself that you are on a 
rising gradient. At the end of 
the street, turn into The Vale. 
Somewhere between here and 
the top end of Heston Avenue 
is the summit of the borough of 
Hounslow, topping out at 35m 
above sea level.

The idea of a summit in “The 
Vale” seems to defy linguistic 
logic, but this is indeed the 
highest point in the natural 
ground of the borough, so 
rejoice briefl y and continue to 
the end of the street.

Make your way out of The Vale  by passing the traffi  c 
barrier at the end of the street, and turn left along 

North Hyde Lane. The road soars to cross the M4, but you should 
cross over at the entrance to a large hotel to take Heston Grange 
Lane, which parallels the rising road at a lower level on the right.

Cross over West Park Close, then turn right to pass through a 
chain-link gate into Heston Park. Carry straight on across, with the 
bulk of the park (including a strangely solitary rugby goalpost) on 
your right. When you reach the far end, turn left onto a path which 
leads you to a pedestrian underpass beneath the M4.

Beyond the motorway, ignore an entry on the right (into Durham 
Avenue): continue out onto Fern Lane. Turn right onto the right-hand 
pavement of Fern Lane, keeping close to the front gardens of the 
houses to your right. The pavement eventually comes to meet the 
road: cross to the left-hand pavement, then turn left to cross the 
frontage of a couple of shops. Keep round to the left into Crosslands 
Avenue, then cross the road to take the right-hand pavement of 
Craneswater Park, a divided street with a broad grass strip in the 
middle. Go all the way to the end of the street.

Here, you may gasp at the sheer variety of insensitive alterations to 
the houses: the fake pillars, ersatz  “leaded light” windows, stick-on 
“stonework” and more, all combining to ruin the architectural 
harmony of what would have been a very pleasant estate when 
new. A few of the houses retain at least some original features — 
some by design, some by default.

Turn right into Thorncliff e Road, and opposite the end of Alleyn 
Park (street), turn left to enter the pocket-handkerchief Wolf Fields 
Park. Once in the park, take the obvious path diagonally across to 
your right, exiting the patch of green at a bus stop.

The 120 bus service runs from here to Southall and Northolt (from 
this bus stop), and to Heston and Hounslow from across the street.

14.4
Summit of Hounslow
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Bear left to climb Norwood 
Road, past the Wolf bar. Cross 

at a convenient point to take the right-hand 
pavement past a row of shops and up to 
the Lamb pub; the road rises to cross the 
arrow-straight line of the Grand Union 
Canal.

The roofscape view of Southall ahead 
is dominated by the glistening golden 
dome of a gurdwara: the duck-egg blue 
cylinder of Southall gasworks, long used 
as a sighting-point for aircraft approaching 
Heathrow, has been demolished to make 
way for a mass of housing, driven by the 
establishment of the Elizabeth Line to the 
City and Docklands. The housing area 
is known to the developers as TGQ — 
offi  cially this is “The Green Quarter”, but 
given the contaminated soil which lay here, 
is is probably more accurately rendered as 
“Toxic Gas Quarter”.

Take the road over the canal, then descend to 
the right to gain access to the towpath, with 
the canal on your right.

The Grand Junction Canal was dug from Braunston in 
Northamptonshire to the River Thames at Brentford between 
1793 and 1805: this brought a link between London and the 
already extensive Midlands canal system, and gave canal access to 
Birmingham and beyond. By a series of mergers and takeovers, the 
Grand Junction Canal became part of the Grand Union Canal in 
1929. The canal is now used almost exclusively for leisure travel.

Take the canal towpath, as straight as an arrow for about a kilometre, 
to reach a point where there is access to the road on the left at 
Toplocks.

There is a convenience shop 
here, and a bus stop with 
services to the centre of 
Southall.

The canal starts its descent to 
the River Brent here, by a series 
of locks.

Press on along the 
towpath. Soon, 

a whitewashed bridge carries 
Windmill Lane over the canal: 
interpretation boards trumpet 
this as Three Bridges.

14.5

Canalside, Norwood Green

The canal level of Three 
Bridges, with the road above 

and the railway beneath

14.6
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In fact, there are only two bridges here (though three thoroughfares 
(road over canal over rail) cross thus giving rise to the 
mistakenly-applied nomenclature). This location is, nevertheless. 
a fascinating piece of industrial history: it is the last hurrah of 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the towering fi gure in Victorian 
transport engineering.

The canal had been bridged at Windmill Lane for sixty years when 
Brunel came along to drive through a railway to link Brentford Dock 
with the main Great Western line at Southall. He dug a cutt ing for 
the railway, placed the canal in an iron trough above the line, and 
created a three-level crossing, with road, canal and rail crossing 
at one point. This line was, in fact, Brunel’s fi nal railway project. 
Today, the railway is merely a siding serving a waste management 
unit near the A4.

Pass under the Windmill Lane road bridge and continue down past 
the fl ight of locks: note the iron post built into the wall on your 
left. This was plated onto the bridge to save the brickwork from the 
rasping of the draught-ropes — but the ropes could still rub away 
iron, as shown by the grooves bitt en into the post. A tall yellow 
brick wall soon accompanies the towpath on the left.

This wall encloses the land of the Hanwell County Asylum, later 
integrated into Ealing Hospital, itself reborn as a concrete block 
(modern housing now covers outlying areas of the hospital land).

As you descend, the original asylum building becomes apparent, 
towering over the wall, and as well as the bricked-up windows, you 
will see an arch which has been bricked up: this was the entrance 
to the asylum’s very own wharf (safely enclosed to avoid escape by 
the inmates), and the original towpath rose over the arch. Beyond 
the hospital land, you will drop down to the confl uence of the canal Hanwell locks
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with the River Brent.

Here, section 8 of the Capital Ring, 
running clockwise from Brentford, comes 
in from the right.

A Capital Ring fi ngerpost indicates the 
way to the left on the footpath adjoining 
the river (though eagle-eyed walkers may 
spot a short-cut down to the riverside 
path just beforehand).

Walk upstream along a quiet and winding 
path, with the river on your right, until you 
reach Hanwell Bridge over the Uxbridge 
Road, which was formerly the coach road 
between London and Oxford. Here, a 
path rises to road level, while a low tunnel 
path takes the route underneath the road 
(except when the water level has risen).

The limited-stop 607 bus service, which 
operates between Uxbridge and White 
City, has a stop at Ealing Hospital to the 
left: slower services on the 207 and 427 
routes cover all stops between them. The 
Viaduct Inn (formerly the Coach and 
Horses) is on the far side of the river, and there are shops and cafés 
at Hanwell Broadway to the east.

Beyond the road, the forward view is dominated by the brick 
Wharncliff e Viaduct, one of the many wonders of Brunel’s Great 
Western Railway.

Whereas the Three Bridges was Brunel’s fi nal railway project, the 
Wharncliff e Viaduct was part of his fi rst. Ever the innovator, Brunel 
constructed the viaduct with hollow piers — another of his fi rsts. 
The line of the Great Western Railway is carried 20m above the 
Brent valley across eight elegant semi-elliptical arches.

The path hugs the river bank, with a vast hay-meadow 
off  to the left (still managed as such by Ealing Council) 

until, right up at the viaduct, it crosses the river on a small bridge.

At the east end of the bridge, you will arrive at a junction of paths.

This marks the end of this section: the London Summits Walk route 
turns left to go under the viaduct.

To reach Hanwell station from here, follow the path dead ahead 
which climbs out of the valley, keeping the green railway-land 
fence close on your left. Pass a pocket park down to your right, then 
cross Station Road. The access to Hanwell station is ahead and to 
your left, along Station Approach. Station Road (on the right) will 
lead you to Hanwell Broadway, where there are shops and cafés for 
refreshment, and buses for onward transport.

Heron, Hanwell Bridge

14.7
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Hanwell is a sett lement with a long history, 
going back to at least Saxon times. The 
Domesday Book lists the land as belonging 
to Westminster Abbey. A walker caught 
in a shower of rain here may be interested 
to note that Jonas Hanway, bringer of the 
umbrella to Britain, is buried in the crypt of 
the church. The viaduct, of course, speaks 
of Isambard Kingdom Brunel and his Great 
Western Railway.

More recently, Hanwell has been 
associated, through the late Jim Marshall’s 
amplifi er shop on Uxbridge Road, with 
such luminaries as Jimi Hendrix, Pete 
Townshend, Eric Clapton and the members 
of Deep Purple, all of whom were enthralled 
by the sonic wonders to be found there.

Following the riverside path, pass under 
the railway through the viaduct arch 
(noting its innovative hollow design, but 
being appalled by the wanton vandalism 
of the brickwork) into Brent Lodge Park.

At the bifurcation of the paths on the north 
side of the viaduct, section 8 of the Capital 
Ring, running clockwise, takes the lower 
left-hand option. This is an alternative 
route to the main London Summits Walk 
route through the park, passing as it does 

closer to public toilets and a café (with a small zoo att ached) in the 
middle of the park.

Bear uphill and slightly to the right on a tarmac path which leads 
towards some houses. Just before you reach the houses, turn left 
onto a path with sports fi elds on the right, the land falling away to 
the left.

Wharncliff e Viaduct 
refl ected in the River Brent

Hanwell Glebe Stone (left) 
and Scouts’ War Memorial 
(right), Brent Lodge Park
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You are now in the part of the park known as Churchfi elds: the 
path leads towards the tall spire of St Mary’s church (the present 
church was built in 1841 by Sir George Gilbert Scott  — one of his 
fi rst Church of England commissions).

Look out on your left for two objects in the park, a few metres 
away from the path you are following. The fi rst of these is a lone 
marker stone (a few metres away from the path) enclosed in an iron 
grating. Beyond it, there is a memorial. These items are worth the 
short detour off  the path.

The marker stone is the Hanwell Glebe stone. It indicates that the 
land was copyhold to Rev George Glasse: copyhold was a form of 
tenure for the use of manorial land: in this case, the land was held 
by the incumbent clergyman of St Mary’s. It was called ‘copyhold’ 
because the tenant held a copy of the original deed. Glasse was 
rector of St Mary’s, succeeding his father in that offi  ce in 1785 and 
continuing until his death (see below) in 1809.

The modest memorial beyond is to the Scouts of Hanwell who died 
during the two world wars.

Having visited the Glebe Stone and the Scouts’ War Memorial, it 
is time to turn northwards. With your back to the War Memorial, 
walk back to the path. Bear half left across the grass, trending right 
to pick up a tarmac path parallel to Church Lane, but just inside the 
park.

The white thatched cott age which you will see to your left is The 
Hermitage. This house was built for George Glasse in order that he 
might keep up appearances with his metropolitan social set. When 
the house was completed, Glasse had to fi nd the money to pay for 
it.

He went up to London and took lodgings for two nights. He secured 
a loan, and carried the money back to his lodgings, but he left the 
money in the cab. In his ruin on 
realising that the money had 
gone, he hanged himself. The 
following day, the money was 
returned to his lodging-house 
by the honest cab-driver, who 
found it when he arrived home. 
Even though he was a suicide, 
George Glasse was able to be 
buried in the crypt of St Mary’s 
church — a testament to the 
power of family connections.

Leave the park, and walk 
eastwards along Church Road, 
keeping to its right-hand 
pavement (because the 
left-hand pavement gives out 

The Hermitage, Hanwell
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as the frontage of a couple of houses obtrudes into the street). Cross 
when the left-hand pavement re-appears beyond its hiatus.

At the end of the fence, before the road curls round to the right, turn 
left onto High Lane. This lane will lead you onto the land covered 
by the Brent Valley golf course.

Keep to the tarmac lane (with public footpath sign) as it descends to 
the left: it soon regains a north-westerly, then a northerly direction 
at the foot of the hill. This path crosses the golf course: just before it 
reaches the far end, a path ramps up to the left. Follow this until a 
children’s playground bars the way. The street coming in from the 
right is Studland Road.

Here, take a path to the left to reach the River Brent. 
Do not cross the river, but turn upstream to your right: 

the riverside path then takes a left-and-right zigzag.

At this point, section 8 of the Capital Ring route joins the London 
Summits Walk route from the left.

Continue past some allotments (on the right) to a broad fork. Turn 
left here, then right to take the southwest corner of Brierley Field, 
announced by an interpretation board.

Walking now above the river level, follow the left-hand edge of this 
vast fi eld, past the noise and dust of a recycling centre on the far 
bank (the bus garage which follows the recycling centre is placidity 
by comparison).

At the far end of Brierley Field, drop to your left, closer to the river: 
now sports fi eld are now to your right. A clear path leads along 
the river and up to Ruislip Road East, probably past the relics of 
impromptu beery Polish barbecues.

Turn left on Ruislip Road East to cross the river (noting the advice 
on a placard for use when the road is consumed by heavy traffi  c).

Ahead, there are shops. Beyond, the road crosses Greenford Road. 
Here, there are all facilities, including buses towards Ealing, Southall 
and Heathrow (from right to left), Greenford and Shepherds Bush 
(left to right), and Northolt, Ruislip and Northwood (across the 
main junction on The Broadway).

Once across the river, the London Summits Walk route turns right 
along Costons Lane, following the Capital Ring signs. Take the 
bend in the road to the left, then turn right (with the Ring) onto 
a tarmac path which leads into Perivale Park. The path wanders 
around to left and right, straightening up after it crosses a tributary 
of the River Brent.

Near a tee of the golf course on the right, turn left to 
reach a tall green Capital Ring fi ngerpost, where turn 

right. Cricket pitches are on your right, then tennis courts on your 
left, until you reach some wooden changing-rooms on the left, with 
the athletics stadium ahead.

14.8

14.9
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Go half-left at the changing-rooms, and half-left again to exit the 
park onto the roaring A40, the Western Avenue.

The A40 was one of the radial roads out of London (towards 
Oxford, Cheltenham, and eventually to Fishguard); this alignment 
was created in the 1930s, replacing the old route to Oxford which 
ran from Oxford Street through Ealing and Uxbridge.

Turn right (for London) and cross the road by the footbridge. When 
you regain street level on the north side of the bridge, set off  in the 
general direction of Ross-on-Wye (that is to say, against the fl ow of 
traffi  c on that side of the A40 — do not go under the railway): you 
still have the consolations of the Capital Ring signs as your guides.

Take the fi rst road on the right (Cayton Road). This leads to the 
entrance to Northolt rugby club’s ground at its far end.

Turn right then left to follow the footpath between the rugby ground 
and the railway. At the far end of the park, turn left with the path, 
then turn right into Bennett s Avenue. Follow the gentle curve of the 
road to meet Greenford Road at the crossroads.

The crossroads marks the end of this section.

Straight ahead is Uneeda Drive (the ghastly and illiterate name 
hinting at a biscuit-laden history), at the end of which, you will fi nd 
Greenford station on the right. At the station, there are also buses to 
Ealing and Heathrow.


