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LSW
18

Stanmore station to
High Barnet

via summit of Barnet

Start Stanmore station (Jubilee Line) — WD19  6FL

Finish High Barnet station — EN5  5RP

Distance 11.84km

Duration 2 hours 38 minutes

Ascent 160m

Access Tube and bus at start and of section. Bus at A1 and Tott eridge Fields en route.

Facilities Kiosk at start of section. Shops at A5 junction en route. Café and toilets in 
Edgwarebury Park en route. Shops on Glengall Rd en route.

18.1 Stanmore stn. 0m

18.2 ENE on London Rd: over A5 to A41; cross; descend to Edgwarebury Pk. 1550m

18.3 Path through park; L to pavn; R; L up meadow; R to rd; ahead on Hartland 
Dr; L/R round ch; R through park; R to exit; L; L on Glengall Rd.

1860m

18.4 Ahead to end of rd; R; L across end of Fairmead Cres; ahead to playgd;
L/R/L/R under rly and M1 to Fairway; L to A1; L; under rd; L to golf club.

1470m

18.5 A1 to Moat Mount Park; R (Loop); L; R to head of valley; on to path jct; R. 1620m

18.6 Ahead; L at Oriol House to main rd; Lto jct, cross to L; enter fi eld in NE cruck 
of junction; diag down two fi elds; through gap to sports gd; through gap in 
R hedge; cross fb ; continue NNE to path branching.

1700m

18.7 R along Dollis Brook (on L) through several fi elds; beneath power lines, L on 
fb ; R on path to Leeside.

1990m

18.8 Ahead; where road ahead is visible, leave main path to keep closer to housing 
on L; turn L between housing and roadside hedge; ascend narrowing gore of 
grass to Barnet Lane; ahead to T-jct; ahead on path to Barnet Hill; cross rd; R 
to access rd to stn; L to stn.

1560m
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This section of the 
London Summits 

Walk begins opposite the 
entrance to Stanmore station, 
at the northern terminus of the 
Jubilee Line.

As well as Jubilee Line trains, 
bus services from Harrow, 
Watford, Edgware and Brent 

Cross provide links to Stanmore station.

Go east along London Road from the station, preferring 
the service road behind the left-hand pavement. Cross 

the roundabout, then cross to the right-hand pavement at the 
crossing by the school.

Across the roundabout, you may see some pieces of brickwork (yes, 
there are bricks behind the decades of graffi  ti spoiling the look) in a 
fi eld. They form a shadowy remnant of what might have been, if the 
Northern Heights plans for the Tube had not been interrupted by 
the Second World War. There was to have been a slightly elevated 
section (taking the line above the fl ood-risk possibilities of the 
ground) across this area. The overall plan was to run trains between 
Finsbury Park and Bushey Heath, via what is now the Parkland 
Walk, Highgate and Edgware, but the project was never revived 
after the war, nor was a similar project to extend the Metropolitan 
Line from Stanmore (now the Jubilee Line) to Bushey Heath.

Go to the right on the A41, and cross by the footbridge. Descend to 
the right by the stairs and go ahead for a few paces to fi nd the gate 
into Edgwarebury Park.

Take the path ahead through the 
park, bending fi rst left then right, and 

passing more formal gardens on the right, until 
you reach a fi ngerpost, Turn left in the direction 
marked Café. Sure enough, there is a small café 
kiosk at the end of that short path, with toilets 
over to the left (though their opening times appear 
to be limited).

Turn right at the café to pass hard courts on your 
right. The northern area of the park soars up to 
the left in a vast apron — perhaps this fi eld is the 
counterpart to Oxleas on the south side of the 
River Thames, near the summit of Greenwich. At 
the end of the courtside path, beyond the sports 
fi elds and the apron on the left, a meadow rises up 
to the left, with a mown path through it.

The gardeners of Barnet Council have established 
a “deadwood avenue” in this part of the park. 
Only a central track is mown, and on either side, 
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Relic of abandoned plan for 
Northern Heights Tube line

18.3
Edgwarebury Park
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fallen trees from around the borough have been replanted to decay 
naturally, thus providing habitats for many species, including 
stag beetles. You will see various stages of arboreal decay in the 
deadwood planted here.

Climb up the mown route to an exit path on your right (with 
community woodland ahead), out to a road. Cross the road, and 
continue ahead on Hartland Drive, taking the left-hand pavement. 
The view ahead at the end of Hartland Drive is blocked by a 
stereotypical concrete church in the brutalist style which was 
adopted by all denominations during the 1960s: this has now 
metamorphosed into a “Christian centre” (as if continuing to call it 
a church might have seemed too welcoming and inclusive).

Dog-leg left and right down the side of the church on Hamonde 
Close; when almost at the end of the cul-de-sac, take an alleyway 
right and cross into a small park, Glen Gardens. It’s a close call, but 
Claydon Gardens in Acton probably edges this one out for dullness. 
Exit the park at the far right-hand corner, and turn left onto Tayside 
Drive. At the end, turn left to reach the two shopping parades of 
Glengall Road.

It is worth noting that these shops are the last refuelling opportunities 
on the London Summits Walk route until the café in Trent 
Park (though facilities exist not far from the route in Barnet and 
Cockfosters). You should also be aware that many of the businesses 
in Glengall Road will observe the Jewish Sabbath, remaining closed 
on Saturdays.

Continue up to the end of Glengall Road, and turn 
right onto Kenilworth Road, crossing to its left-hand 

pavement. Turn left to cross the end of Fairmead Crescent, and 
follow the path ahead which takes advantage of a gap in the 
houses, downhill to Stoneyfi elds Park. Take the footpath to the left 
(signposted for The Fairway): in quick succession, you will cross 
over Dean’s Brook, under the Midland Mainline railway, and under 

Deadwood Avenue, 
Edgwarebury Park (left);

Glen Gardens (right)
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the M1, emerging with 
a scrapyard on the 
left (whose collections 
and operations fi ll the 
space underneath the 
motorway — what could 
possibly go wrong?).

Bear left at the end of the 
path, and swing uphill to 
the right, past houses on 
the right and schools on 
the left, on The Fairway, 
to reach the constant 
roar of the A1 (which 
runs uphill towards 
Edinburgh). A path to 
the left gives access to a 
subway beneath the main 
road — don’t be surprised 

to see golfers trundling their clubs with you through the subway 
between the clubhouse and the course of Mill Hill Golf Club.

At this point, section 16 of the London Loop, running clockwise, 
joins from the other direction.

Turn left at the far end of the subway, and rise to reach 
the pavement at the eastern side of the A1. Continue up 

the road’s right-hand pavement past the entrance to the clubhouse. 
of Mill Hill Golf Club.

In the buff er plantation on your right (shielding properties from 
traffi  c noise), you will fi nd, amongst other species, both hawthorn 
and oak in hale profusion — during the summer period, the footpath 
is strewn with berries and acorns.

Farther up the hill, beyond the bus stop labelled Moat Mount Park, 
you will come to the entrance to … Moat Mount Park.

Occasionally, the park may be closed to the general public for a 
private event. If your visit should coincide with such a closure, you 
will need to trek up to the roundabout, turn right along Barnet Road 
for 400 metres, then take a footpath on the right in order to re-join 
the London Summits Walk route to the north of Mote End Farm. It 
might be worth checking http://www.moatmount.co.uk/ or local media 
before tackling this section.

Turn right into the park: do not take the road to West Lodge, but 
continue ahead. Soon, you will come to a tall fi ngerpost where you 
will turn left (with the Loop) down to a small valley. Bear right and 
climb the valley, ignoring a side path to the left; at the top, bear 
right to follow an enclosed track with a horse-pasture beyond the 
fence on your right. After taking a dog-leg to the left, you will climb 
to reach the meeting-point of four paths.

The route passes beneath 
successive iaducts for 
Midland Mainline railway 
(left) and M1 (right)
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At this point, the London Loop 
departs on the path which leads 
ahead. The path on your left 
comes up from Barnet Road.

Ascend to your right, still with 
the pasture on your right-hand 
side, to reach a stile beside the 
gate at Mote End Farm and its 
extensive equestrian centre.

There are fi ne views to the 
right over the park to Scratch 
Wood. Nestling in the gap 
are the buildings and lights 
of what began life in 1969 
being called the Scratchwood 
Service Area on the M1, until 
some marketing whiz-kid 
decided (in 1999) that “London 
Gateway” was a more genteel name for the service area, despite the 
fact that it is indistinguishable from countless other approach-spots 
around the Capital which could bear the name with equal authority.  
Indeed, we have a shipping port near Stanford-le-Hope on the 
Thames Estuary which bears the same name.

When you reach the farm, you are as elevated as a visiting pedestrian 
is allowed to be in Barnet: the actual summit of the borough (at 
153m above sea level) is in a fi eld over to the left beyond the farm 
buildings in an area where you are unwelcome unless (to paraphrase 
the late Duke of Edinburgh) you have four legs and eat hay.

Continue down the farm lane, being amused (or 
enraged) by the double standards whereby dog 

owners are hectored to clean up after their pet by notices which are 
set at about a metre from alps 
of horse-dung in the middle of 
the lane. You will pass some 
rigorously-fenced-off  ponds to 
the right. Bear left at the end to 
take Nan Clark’s Lane out to 
Highwood Hill.

Nan Clark was a popular 
barmaid at a coaching in on 
the west side of Highwood 
Hill (the tavern, which was 
created out of a cott age in 1751, 
is now called the Rising Sun). 
In fact, she was so popular that 
gossip began to spread of her 
having taken part in an aff air. 
On hearing these rumours 

Moat Mount Park:
the view to the north

18.6 Highwood Hill at
Nan Clark’s Lane
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being bandied about by all and sundry 
customers, Nan’s extremely hot-tempered 
husband arrived at her workplace and 
dragged her by her hair out of the inn, up 
the hill, and onto the lane that now bears 
her name, where he proceeded to murder 
her by drowning her in one of the ponds.

Highwood Hill, though, has other 
histories, both noble and sad.

In 1950, 27 people lost their lives when 
a Glasgow-bound fl ight out of Northolt 
veered to avoid a steeple (most probably 
that of St Mary’s on Harrow Hill, which 
now carries a warning light against a 
similar event) and the pilot lost control of 
the airliner— the site of the crash may be 

identifi ed by the diff erentiation in the brickwork in a wall on the 
west side of Highwood Hill.

Adjacent to the Rising Sun inn, Highwood House was the home 
of Sir Stamford Raffl  es, who was the founder of Singapore and 
of the Zoological Society of London. Across the road, Highwood 
Ash was for a time the home of Celia Fiennes, the traveller and 
writer. The gardens of Highwood Ash, which have been developed 
over the past fi fty years by the Gluckstein family (principally by 
Penny Gluckstein) are opened to visitors occasionally as part of the 
National Garden Scheme.

At the top of the hill stood Hendon Park, which was for fi ve years the 
residence of William Wilberforce, the campaigner against slavery.

Turn left and, crossing to the right-hand pavement at the appropriate 
place, descend to the traffi  c lights. Go beyond the lights to cross the 
carriageway of Highwood Hill.

Buses on the 251 route run here, with several links to rail and Tube. 
To the west (back the way you have come), the route serves stations 
at Mill Hill Broadway (Thameslink services), Burnt Oak (Northern 
Line, Edgware branch) and Edgware (Northern Line, also off ering 
bus services across north London), while to the east (ahead), you 
may reach stations at Tott eridge and Whetstone (Northern Line, 
High Barnet branch) and Arnos Grove (Piccadilly Line). Note, 
though, that there is no direct link with central Barnet.

Enter the fi eld which takes the north-east corner of the junction: the 
houses of Barnet are visible in the distance on the ridge. A clear path 
leads diagonally down the fi eld, and, after crossing a brook (one of 
the headwaters of the Dollis Brook), continues across a second fi eld 
to its far right-hand corner.

Go through the gap into an area of sports fi elds, and skirt the pitches 
round to the right. A gap in the hedge has a footbridge by which you 

Plaque celebrating the
local residency of
William Wilberforce,
east of Nan Clark’s Lane
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will re-cross the brook into the next fi eld. 
Keep the brook on your left, following the 
edge of the fi eld down to the corner.

At this point, section 16 of the London 
Loop, running clockwise, joins from the 
left.

Here, a Loop sign points you 
to the right (there is another 

footpath going straight ahead over a 
bridge: ignore it).

At this point, the two headwaters of the 
Dollis Brook join up. The Dollis Valley 
Greenwalk starts in Moat Mount Park: 
you joined it at its fi rst crossing, and you 
will now walk with it as far as Barnet 
Lane, where it continues southwards to 
the northern fringe of Hampstead Heath. 
The Dollis Valley Greenwalk is a creation 
of the London Borough of Barnet.

Follow the lower edge of several fi elds, 
keeping the brook on your left, until you arrive at a fi eld crossed by 
a power line which is carried on wooden  utility poles.

At this point, a footpath sweeps down from Tott eridge Common 
on the right (it is called Horseshoe Lane in its upper reaches at the 
Common), following the line of the wires.

Turn left here, and cross the Dollis Brook on a footbridge at a 
prominent signpost, then turn right to continue your eastbound 
progress, the brook now on your right.

Pass the backs of some houses on your left-hand side. After a gap, 
more houses on the left squeeze the width of the greenway which 
you are following until it is litt le more than the end of Alan Drive. 

The next section is a broad area of mown grass, with houses up on 
the left.

The tarmac path across the grass veers to the right: do not be tempted 
to hug the houses here, because 
the only way through to the 
next fi eld is the tarmac path. 
Go through another gap and 
across a further fi eld, pass the 
ends of two blocks of houses 
which encroach from the left.

Here, the London Loop takes 
the main path which veers to 
the right to stay by the brook: 
it provides an alternative route 
forward if you do not need 

Spring and summer views 
towards Barnet from 

Tott eridge Fields

Natural regeneration in 
Tott eridge Fields:

new growth in
a tree-trunk fence-post
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to visit the station or the shops in High 
Barnet.

The London Summits Walk route 
continues to skirt the houses on the left, 
all the way to the hedge which separates 
the fi eld from Barnet Lane ahead.

Just before you would reach the hedge, 
turn left into a narrow strip of grass 
separating the houses from the hedge on 
Barnet Lane. Follow the strip up to its top 
right-hand corner to reach a hedge-gap. 
Continue to the left, to the top of the lane 
at a T-junction, then go straight ahead on 
a path which climbs past a school to reach 
Barnet Hill. Cross by a light-controlled 
pedestrian crossing, and then double back 
to take the station access road down to 
High Barnet Tube station.

The station marks the end of this section.

High Barnet is a terminal station on the 
Northern Line. Bus services may be found 
in the commercial centre of Barnet ahead.

The announcement of High 
Barnet station looms on the 
horizon of Barnet Hill
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