
© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 20 – 1

LSW
20

Turkey Street station
to Grange Hill

via summit of Waltham Forest

Start Turkey Street station — EN3  5TT

Finish Grange Hill — IG7  4JY

Distance 15.86km

Duration 3 hours 34 minutes

Ascent 242m

Access Train at start of section and Chingford. Bus at Sewardstone and Chingford.

Facilities Shops at Enfi eld Wash, Sewardstone and Chingford en route.

20.1 Turkey Street at Winnington Rd 0m

20.2 E (Turkey St); R (Hertford Rd); L (St Stephen’s Rd); R/L to Albany Park. 960m

20.3 Through pk; L/R (water on L); over rd by br to lock; cross canal. 1240m

20.4 R; L over second fb ; L over fb ; over br and R to weir; ahead to campsite. 1670m

20.5 Ahead; L at stile; keep close to river; R on rd to bus turn. 1070m

20.6 L on enclosed path: climb to jct with Loop; R down to valley; R/L to golf 
course at top; bear R; retain highest ground to summit at obelisk.

1890m

20.7 L and L to descend NE; houses on R; R on track by golf course on L; continue 
ESE to clubhouse on R; R to jct with A1069; L to hunting lodge.

1530m

20.8 Cross rd; descend SSE; L over earthen br; ahead to cross rd at signs; L on 
Epping New Rd; R; L; R (Knighton Lane) to end of houses on L.

1860m

20.9 L (L edge of wood) to Forest Edge; ahead over rly; cross Buckhurst Way 
and Chestnut Close; R on Cascade Rd; through path gap; L between lockup 
garages; R on riverside; cross foot of sports gd; pass beneath viaduct.

1900m

20.10 L across footbridge; R onto Luxborough Lane, past waste facility; continue 
over M11 to A113, High Rd; L to Chigwell Pk.

1930m

20.11 R between 122 and 124; cross golf course; out to Hainault Rd; L/R (The 
Chase; L (Hycliff e Gdns); where Hycliff e Gdns becomes Dacre Gdns, Lover 
rly; R; bend L to fi eld; R edge of fi eld to dip; R to Manor Rd.

1810m
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This section begins on Turkey Street at the end of 
Winnington Road, beside Turkey Street station.

Turkey Street station is on the Overground line which runs between 
Liverpool Street and Cheshunt.

It is easy to make the leap and associate Turkey Street with the 
name of the brook, but in fact, the inheritance seems to have come 
about in the opposite direction. Originally, a family called Toke 
(two syllables?) had land with a hamlet on the line of Ermine Street 
(currently, this is Hertford Road, but was then the Roman road 
which linked London, Lincoln and York): the place-name Tokestrete 
is fi rst recorded in the middle of the fi fteenth century. Within two 
centuries, it was called Tuckey Street (so there may well have been 
a short o in Toke), and its present name is only found in the past 
two centuries. There is no connection with poultry anywhere in the 
history of the brook.

The brook rises near Pott ers Bar, and still runs through largely 
uninhabited land until it reaches modern London. Ermine Street 
would have been the lowest point in its course before it got lost in 
the Lea fl oodplain (look at local place-names such as Enfi eld Wash 
and Freezy Water to gauge where the river used to fl ood), so its 
name was probably set by cartographers from the most important 
place on its course.

From the end of Winnington 
Road, walk down the length 

of Turkey Street away from the railway, 
the brook on your left, to Hertford Road.

There was a ford here on Ermine Street in 
Roman times, and the fi rst bridge for carts 
was not constructed until 1821.

Cross at the refuge to continue on the 
left-hand pavement. At the end of the 
block of shops, take the street (St Stephen’s 
Road) on the left; after it curls to the right, 
take a path on the left, with fl ats on the 
left.

Turkey Brook soon fl ows 
in from the left to run 

parallel to the path. Since the re-wilding 
of the brook’s course (as a fl ood control 
measure) the path zigzags away from the 
former canalised course of the brook in 
two places.

Cross the railway by a footbridge and turn 
left to face Bradley Road.

By walking the full 350m length of 
Bradley Road straight ahead, you will 

20.2
Turkey Brook (former 
course) in Albany Park

20.1

20.3
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reach Ordnance Road: Enfi eld Lock station (Greater Anglia services 
to and from Liverpool Street) is on the left, and the bus stop on the 
right is served by the 121 route to Enfi eld and Oakwood (the next 
station to Cockfosters on the Piccadilly Line).

Turn right. A litt le farther on, turn left to cross the brook by a bridge. 
Turn right to follow the brook, now on your right-hand side. Take 
the rising path to cross Mollison Avenue by a footbridge, noting 
beneath you the Small River Lea which fl ows south to become 
Turkey Brook’s fi nal tributary before it reaches the Lee (or Lea: 
nobody can decide which is the right spelling).

On the far side of the bridge, the path borders Prince of Wales Open 
Space on its right before running down to the River Lee Navigation, 
crossing it just below a lock on the left.

This area was the site of the Royal Small Arms Factory, which 
produced guns (and swords in earlier times) for the British Army 
from Napoleonic times onwards, making the Lee-Enfi eld rifl e and 
the Bren gun amongst many others.

To the north and east of the factory, the Waltham Abbey Royal 
Gunpowder Mills had been established in the seventeenth century. 
The mills later diversifi ed to develop newer nitro-based explosives. 
These newer products included key components of the explosives 
used in Barnes Wallis’s bouncing bomb, used in the Dambusters’ 
raids in 1943.

Having made your way across the Lee Navigation, 
turn right to follow a path through the scrub, fi rst 

paralleling the water before swinging left to reach the Swan and 
Pike Pool. Do not cross the water here: turn left up to Swan and Pike 
Road, and turn right.

Just beyond a car park on the right, take a path on the left, with 
the London Loop waymarks to guide you. You now have another 
course of the River Lea — essentially its original course, as much as 
any such course may be established — fl owing on your left. 

Ignore the fi rst footbridge (a metal trough bridge, which leads 
into the housing development 
which replaced the arms 
factory), but take the next, 
which spans an overfl ow 
channel. Turn left to cross the 
river on a concrete bridge, then 
cross a wide canalised channel 
on a modern metal bridge (the 
Catt legate Bridge), here the 
path splits in three.

At this point, the London Loop 
departs to the left. The London 
Loop takes a more northerly 

Swan and Pike Pool

20.4
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(and 1km longer) route from here to Yardley Hill, and in very clear 
conditions, there are good views to be had: this is a very viable 
alternative. The London Summits Walk route, as described below, 
gives the walker an opportunity for a short period of quiet refl ection, 
with litt le need for navigational att ention.

Take the path on the right, with the river fence on your right. You 
will soon come to a weir where two channels meet.

Across the water, the high berm encloses King George’s Reservoir, 
one of a chain of reservoirs which capture water for London’s taps. 
There is only one route ahead here: after about a kilometre, you will 
see a signpost on your left off ering access to a campsite (which is 
principally a trailer park with cabin accommodation).

After a further 200m, the path turns a litt le bit away 
from the river (but do not rise to the open fi eld on 

the left of some bushes): just keep going south to the busy A112, 
Sewardstone Road.

Turn right onto the road, and endure a few metres of a verge 
which is severely unfriendly to pedestrians. Ahead, the right-hand 
pavement is likely to be occupied by sloppy parking which is equally 
unfriendly to pedestrians, so cross to the left-hand pavement at the 
earliest safe opportunity. Continue past some housing on the left to 
a bus turning circle, where turn left.

The 215 bus provides a link with the Victoria Line at Walthamstow 
Central. A convenience shop, tucked into the housing development 
just passed on the left, can provide essentials.

Take an enclosed path uphill from the turning circle. 
Ignore two paths to the right, the fi rst just beyond 

the end of the housing, the second with a City of London sign 
prohibiting horse-riding.

Shortly after the second path, look out for a clear track to the right, 
with a waymark stump just beyond a prominent tree.

Here, section 18 of the London Loop, running clockwise, advances 
towards you to join the London Summits Walk route here.

An exploration of the other 
side of the stump will confi rm 
that this is indeed where the 
London Loop re-joins the 
London Summits Walk route 
after its tour of Barn Hill and 
Gilwell Park (the latt er was 
an internationally important 
Scouting centre since its 
purchase for the purpose in 
1910, until its closure in 2020 
for that purpose during the 
Covid-19 pandemic).

The head-on meeting
with the London Loop
on Yardley Hill

20.5
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Turn right, and follow the Loop down into the next 
valley. Turn right, then almost immediately left, where 
a path leads uphill in about a south-south-easterly 
direction with woodland on the left, and later on the 
right too. At the top, you will reach a golf course.

Here, the London Loop departs to the left to follow the 
golf fairway’s left-hand edge.

Continue ahead for the width of the golf fairway which 
stretches off  to the left, then bear off  to the right (if 
you start to descend, you have overshot). Keep to the 
highest path right through the woodland to reach an 
open patch, with an obelisk and trig point ahead.

The highest point, and thus the summit of Waltham 
Forest, is just before these structures: after standing 
on the summit, step forward to the obelisk, with a fi ne 
view across London.

The granite obelisk was erected in 1824 on the 
Greenwich Meridian by John Pond, the Astronomer 
Royal, and as the highest point due north of Greenwich 
and visible from the Observatory, it was an important 
sighting-point for the transit telescope. In 1850, the 
transit circle which defi ned the meridian moved the line 
a litt le under six metres to the east, but the obelisk was 
not moved. By sheer coincidence, the Ordnance Survey 
trig column occupies a point on the new meridian.

The new line was established in October 1884 as the (global) Prime 
Meridian at a meeting which was convened by President Chester 
Arthur in Washington DC: this meeting became known as the 
International Meridian Conference.

TE Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) once had the intention to build 
a house here, with a printing press for his literary works, but the 
plan never materialised. His hut, which was situated on his land on 
the west side of the hill was demolished and subsequently rebuilt 
in Loughton.

Pull your body 
away (reluctantly) 

from  admiring the view across 
London from the obelisk, 
cross over to the trig column 
and turn left (approximately 
taking a north-north-easterly 
direction), descending as you 
go. Keep the houses to the right 
until, when you reach a litt le 
triangle of space, a clear path 
leads off  to the right, passing a 
golf tee on the left.

The obelisk, Pole Hill

The London basin
is laid out before you

in the view from Pole Hill

20.7
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This path continues with the course on your left to reach the 
clubhouse of the Royal Epping Forest Golf Club on the right. Turn 
right onto Bury Road to meet Ranger’s Road.

At the point where the path meets Bury Road, section 18 of the 
London Loop, running clockwise, comes in from the left. The Loop 
does not join the London Summits Walk route here: its section 19 
begins by striking off  across the heath straight ahead.

Turn right for Chingford station and bus station, and for the cluster 
of shops and eating establishments found nearby on Station Road.

Chingford is well represented by notable people, in part because of 
its status as “the last fringe of suburbia”. From the arts, there are the 
late actor Leslie Phillips, the composer Michael Nyman and the fi lm 
director Peter Greenaway; Sir Jonathan Ive (formerly Apple’s Chief 
Design Offi  cer) is another local.

There is a strong cluster of footballing personalities, from the 
creator of the FA Cup to more recent luminaries — David Beckham, 
Teddy Sheringham and Harry Kane being only a few such names. 
Sir Winston Churchill’s parliamentary constituency of Epping then 
included Chingford.

From Chingford station, turn right to reach the start of the section.

Go to the east (left out of Bury Road), on the left-hand pavement 
of Ranger’s Road, with open land on your left. Pass the junction 
(on the right) with Forest Side, and continue to Queen Elizabeth’s 
Hunting Lodge.

The Lodge was built for King Henry VIII in 1543 and refurbished 
for the Queen’s use.

Adjacent, there is a large pub and 
a budget hotel, and on the other 
side of the lodge, a (separate) 
restaurant.

Cross the road at 
the hunting lodge to 

take Warren Pond Road opposite 
(there is a car park to your left), 
and bear right on the main path 
at a barrier where the road swings 
left. Bear left at a fork where 
Warren Pond is on the left, and 
descend in a south-south-easterly 
direction.

The path reaches a small patch of 
open land: make for the bott om 
left-hand corner. Take an earthen 
bridge over a stream, the Ching, 
as you go through the corner into 
the next fi eld.

20.8

Queen Elizabeth’s
Hunting Lodge
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It seems likely that this stream 
name is a back-formation from 
Chingford, which probably 
means ‘the King’s ford’.

Cross the earthen bridge into 
a fi eld called Whitehall Plain. 
Take the broad path ahead into 
the middle of the fi eld, guided 
by a prominent roof-apex in 
the distance.

After about 150m, a smaller 
crossing path bears off  
half-right, to the right-hand 
corner of the fi eld by road 
signs.

At the far end of the fi eld, emerge from Whitehall Plain onto Brook 
Road near these road signs, and cross the road.

Take a path through the trees on the other side of the road. Continue 
in a south-easterly direction until the path becomes Tutt lebee Lane. 
At the end of the lane, cut up the bank and turn left on Epping New 
Road.

Cross to the right-hand pavement and, after about 130m, turn right 
into Stag Lane at the modern “witch’s hat” folly. Follow Stag Lane 
to its end at a large pub. Turn left onto High Road, cross at the 
refuge, then turn right into Queen’s Road. Take Knighton Lane on 
the right and follow its left-hand pavement to the end of the houses 
on the left.

Where the pavement ends, turn left down a path 
through woodland, initially keeping close to the garden 

fences. The path may veer away from the houses, but keep drawing 
yourself back left, while staying on the clear downhill trajectory. A 
children’s playground is passed on the left (there is a glimpse of a 
pub beyond), and the downhill path eventually emerges onto the 
street called Forest Edge.

Buckhurst Hill Tube station may be reached from here by taking 
Forest Edge to the left, then right into Princes Road. Go straight 
across into Victoria Road at Waitrose, and the station entrance will 
be found on the right, about 300m from the end of the section. In 
addition, shops and cafés of all kinds may be found in Queen’s 
Road (up to the left at the Waitrose junction).

Buckhurst Hill is, generally speaking, an affl  uent suburb of London. 
The Labour politician Jack Straw was born in Buckhurst Hill; a 
generation earlier another Labour luminary, Richard Crossman, 
grew up in the area.

From Buckhurst Hill station, turn left along Victoria Road, continue 
ahead at Waitrose into Princes Road, and turn left into Forest Edge.

20.9

Descending to the Ching
in Epping Forest
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Take the narrow alleyway 
between 16 and 18 Forest 
Edge: it leads over the tracks 
of the Central Line. The 
alleyway continues across 
Buckhurst Way and past the 
end of Chestnut Close to reach 
Cascade Road at its foot. Turn 
right into Cascade Road, and, 
where the road turns up to 
the right, carry on ahead on a 
tarmac footpath with houses 
to your left. At the end of the 
short path, turn left between 
two rows of lock-up garages to 

reach the bank of the River Roding at the bott om. Go right here, 
following the tarmac to the left of some allotments, to emerge onto 
a large area of sports fi elds, with a pavilion up to the right.

Keep to the riverside path round the foot of the sports fi elds, with 
the tall viaduct (which carries the Hainault loop of the Central Line) 
looming high up ahead. At the bott om corner of the fi eld, take the 
path which leads under the railway viaduct.

After passing beneath the tracks of the Central Line, 
take the footbridge over the River Roding. Turn left 

onto a rough lane. After 200m, go through a traffi  c barrier and pass 
a row of houses on your right. Traffi  c is heavier here, thanks to 
the large waste facility on the left. The road (Luxborough Lane) is 
hemmed in by tall fences. Rise to cross the M11, and continue up 
the road to reach the A113.

Turn left along the busy main road, being sure to keep to its left-hand 
pavement.

With some exceptions, the houses tend to be without particular 
architectural merit, preferring ostentation to substance, and 
luxuriating in closed gates in preference to providing welcoming 
entrances.

The road descends, passing a garden centre on the left and a golf 
clubhouse on the right. Continue now uphill, with similar housing 
re-appearing, fi rst on the right, and then also on the left. On the right, 
frontages have colonised the area where the pavement should be 
(these colonised zones are the main reason why you should remain 
on the left).

Eventually, you will come to Chigwell Park (street) on the left: just 
beforehand, note the refuge by which the road may be crossed if 
you are continuing with the London Summits Walk route (down 
an alleyway just after the house numbered 124 — though they 
probably frown on house numbers here, preferring the supposed 
cachet of a house-name).

20.10
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From here, Chigwell station is about 200m ahead: there are shops 
(a few of which are of potential use to a walker) and a pub on the 
downslope beyond the station.

Chigwell is a predominantly affl  uent area, and is home to Lord 
Sugar. Other local entrepreneurs include Don Lewin (Clinton 
Cards). There are many footballers who either live or have lived in 
the area, including Sir Bobby Moore and Sir Geoff  Hurst and a host 
of current players, as does the racing driver Kimi-Matias Räikkönen. 
The sitcom Birds of a Feather (1989-1998 and later revival) was set in 
Chigwell, though much fi lming was undertaken elsewhere.

From Chigwell station, the best approach to the London Summits 
Walk route is to turn right out of the station, and right again, along 
the length of Station Road, then right into Hainault Road, joining 
the route at its junction with The Chase.

Take the narrow alleyway between 122 and 124 
High Road. This runs the length of the properties, 

beyond which a golf course abuts the path on the right. After a bend 
to the left, the path opens out from its tree-lined constraints to cross 
the golf course. With houses visible ahead, cross the fairway (which 
plays from left to right). Pass alongside a hedge to the right, with 
gardens open to the course on your left. Close to the right-hand 
hedge, you will fi nd a squeeze-through made of upended railway 
sleepers to a path which leads out onto Hainault Road, almost 
opposite The Chase.

Here, the approach route from Chigwell Tube station joins from the 
left.

Cross Hainault Road, and follow the left-hand pavement of The 
Chase (which becomes Lechmere Avenue). Turn left into Hycliff e 
Gardens, and follow its left-hand pavement to its merger with Dacre 
Gardens. At this point, between the two low-level street signs, turn 
left down a path which leads to the Central Line. Cross the line by 
a footbridge and turn right, with the tracks on your right. Soon, the 
path turns half-left to rise to a large fi eld.

Follow the right-hand edge of the fi eld over a rise and down to a 
dip. A broken line of trees indicate where a fi eld boundary used to 
be. You may catch glimpses of a cemetery through the hedge on 
your right: at the end of the cemetery (at the point where the old 
fi eld boundary would have reached the path) turn right up another 
path. This path will, in about 400m, bring you out onto Manor Road, 
where you cross the road.

Grange Hill station is about 80 metres away to the right: there are 
shops beyond the station. Buses connect with Ilford (462) and with 
Litt le Heath (362), the latt er service passing close to Chadwell Heath 
station (Elizabeth Line services to Liverpool Street and Paddington).

20.11


