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LSW
23

Dames Road to
Chancery Lane,

via summit of Tower Hamlets

Start Dames Road— E7  0EB

Finish Chancery Lane station — WC1V  6DR 

Distance 14.24km

Duration 2 hours 57 minutes

Ascent 68m

Access Bus throughout. DLR at Stratford International; Overground at Kingsland Road.

Facilities All facilities at Stratford. Pubs, shops and cafés throughout.

23.1 Dames Road, at borough boundary. 0m

23.2 Cross; R; L (Vansitt art Rd); R/L/R/L/R; L (Cann Hall Rd) to Crownfi eld Rd. 1510m

23.3 Ahead over rly; L (Celebrations Ave) to stn. 1440m

23.4 Pass DLR stn on L; L up steps past tower; L past lakes; R with Waterglades 
below L; ahead; down to canal; L under rly; cross next rd br.

1460m

23.5 L on towpath; R; leave towpath at Three Colts Bridge; L into park to café 
bldg; L to fountain.

1740m

23.6 W; cross rd by pub; ahead in park; branch R; L beyond gazebo, L to pagoda; 
R; L over rd to towpath; R; up rainbow steps to Mare St; over canal, Mare St.

1690m

23.7 R over canal; L on Andrews Rd; regain towpath; ahead to Kingsland Rd. 1450m

23.8 W on towpath to portal of Islington tunnel; R up to street level. 1970m

23.9 L into gdns; over City Rd and Goswell Rd; L; R (Friend St); L (St John St); R 
(Sekforde St); L (Woodbridge St); R (Aylesbury St); R (Jerusalem Passage).

1480m

23.10 Ahead through St John’s Gate; R (St John St) through Smithfi eld Grand Ave; 
keep Barts on L to Old Bailey; R (Holborn Viaduct) to Chancery Lane stn.

1500m
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This section starts 
on Dames Road, 

at the bus stop on the boundary 
between Waltham Forest and 
Newham (and at the summit of 
the latt er borough).

As well as the bus services to 
and from East Ham, Forest 
Gate, Leyton, Walthamstow, 
Wanstead Park, Wanstead and 
Stratford stations, a 450m walk 
from Wanstead Park station 
(Overground) will bring you to 
this point

Cross the road: down at pavement level, in front of the 
leftmost of the post-war houses, you will discover two 

old parish boundary stones which are now set into the garden wall 
on the pavement.

The parishes appear to be West Ham on the left, and Wanstead on the 
right. These old boundaries tend to linger on in today’s municipal 
boundaries, often in complete and total disregard for more logical 
divisions based on modern clustering around the provision of 
service, and using key dividers such as railways and major roads. 
Here, the post-war housing is in Waltham Forest, while the older 
houses on the left are in Newham.

The National Library of Scotland has an extensive inventory 
of Ordnance Survey maps (see http://maps.nls.uk/), with useful 
details such as old boundaries, disappeared railways, and retired 
place-names.

The collection include much coverage ‘furth of Scotland’ which 
may be searched and studied on the web: these show fascinating 
histories.

Buses on the 58 route travelling into Newham serve Forest Gate 
station (TfL Rail services); in the opposite direction (back towards 
Jubilee Pond), they will take you to Leyton station (Central Line).

Turn to the right, and take the fi rst street on the left (Vansitt art Road) 
to Odessa Road — this is as far as you can go without running into 
the boundary wall of West Ham Cemetery. Turn right onto Odessa 
Road, then left along Trumpington Road. At the end, turn right onto 
Tavistock Road, to fi nd another of the ‘tin tabernacles’ which were 
set up in areas of rapid population growth.

The need for new churches came with the urbanisation of the later 
part of the Industrial Revolution, as towns and cities expanded very 
quickly. At the same time, there was a drive to inculcate church 
att endance in rural areas among people who had no transport, or 
who would be likely to use the lack of transport as an excuse to their 

23.2

23.1

Parish boundary stones
on Dames Road
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employers for non-att endance 
at the employers’ choice of 
religious fl avour.

The formation in 1844 of the 
Free Church of England, 
splitt ing Methodists off  in 
schism from the Church of 
England, and the increasing 
identifi cation (at the same 
time) of many parishioners 
with a range of nonconformist 
denominations and sects, 
brought the need for more 
church buildings (apocryphally explained in Wales as “so that I 
have a chapel I don’t go to”).

At the turn of the nineteenth century, the Church of Scotland had 
identifi ed the need for over forty new churches, and Thomas Telford 
was commissioned to produce a standard architectural design for 
use throughout Scotland — though even this had to be modifi ed at 
Port Charlott e on the island of Islay: the church was to be shared 
with the Free Church, and the Free Kirkers (not the “Wee Frees”: 
they came out of a later “holier than thou” schism) demanded a 
separate door. However, these cheap-and-not-very-cheerful kirks 
(this is Scotland, remember) were still too expensive and would 
have taken too long to build in the rush for churches and chapels in 
the second half of the century.

Several ironworking companies in London, Liverpool, Glasgow and 
elsewhere built prefabricated churches in corrugated iron, off ering 
them by mail order via catalogues. A number of these companies 
segmented the market and concentrated on serving one type of 
purchaser (gentry, railway companies, and so on).

Some of these churches are still in ecclesiastical use, others have 
changed use (there are scout halls and discotheques), while others 
exist as no more than barns or iron shells in hedges. Yet others have, 
of course, returned to dust — or possibly to the great scrapyard of 
Time.

A walker on the London Summits Walk route will also encounter 
tin tabernacles in Kilburn and Harrow. The latt er is, like the one 
here in Leyton, still used for religious purposes; the former is now 
a scout hut.

Turn left at the tabernacle and walk along Ramsay Road to its far 
end, where turn right onto Blenheim Road. Turn left onto Cann 
Hall Road, and follow it to the traffi  c lights at its crossing with High 
Road Leytonstone.

To both left and right, you will fi nd many shops and cafés on High 
Road Leytonstone, serving as wide a selection of mis-spellings as 
they do of foods and other wares.

Tin tabernacle,
Ramsay Road
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The area immediately to the south is called Stratford New Town, 
but this area predates the post-war Basildons and Cumbernaulds 
of that appellation: it is even marked as such on the 1863 Ordnance 
Survey map. This area was a mid-Victorian encroachment of London 
on an area of market gardens and nurseries, seen in so many areas 
at the time.

These times were the long-gone days when Batt ersea was famous 
for growing London’s crops of asparagus, and when the location 
of “the orchards of the Thames Valley” was not in Abingdon but in 
Brentford. There is also a seamier side to the area: Crownfi eld Road, 
the westward extension of Cann Hall Road, is marked on the same 
1863 map as Cutt hroat Lane.

You are now entering the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and the 
“East Village”, for the most part now a rather sterile assemblage 
of corporate-looking residential buildings on streets and pathways 
which have been loaded with a host of wince-inducing names. Surely 
the only place for the toe-curling toponymy of such embarrassing 
names as “Cheering Lane”, “Anthems Way” or “Victory Parade” is 
tucked away in the pages of George Orwell’s dystopically satirical 
novel Nineteen Eighty-four?

Cross the junction onto and along Crownfi eld Road. 
Cross Manor Road and continue along Temple 

Mills Lane ahead to its junction with 
Celebrations Avenue. Turn left and, trying 
to think of more appropriate names for 
streets, pass some more retail on the left 
to International Way, with the bulk of the 
Westfi eld mall rising up in front of you. 
Turn to the right at Stratford International 
station.

The DLR station is ahead of you, with the 
mainline station over to your left. There 
are toilets and a café within the mainline 
station, and of course the vast Westfi eld 
mall beyond has all facilities. You may 
reach Stratford station (Central Line, 
Jubilee Line, DLR, Overground, Elizabeth 
Line and National Rail services) either by 
the DLR or by walking through the mall.

The area which is now known as the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park was 
created, initially for the 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, out of a huge 
brownfi eld site of steel mills, marshalling 
yards, and many other industrial 
premises. About 150 years ago, this 
industrialisation was just beginning: the 
railway yards were on the east side at 

23.3Post-Olympic residential 
sterility, East Village
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Temple Mills, and Stratford 
New Town had built over the 
market gardens to provide 
housing for the incomers. To 
the south, there were soap 
works, brushmakers, chemical 
works, printworks, and a host 
of other factories, many of them 
contributing to the pollution of 
air, water and ground.

The bulk of the area, though, 
was just some low fi elds by the 
many branches and cuts of the 
River Lea. There was a grain 
mill, roughly where the main 
stadium stands today. In the fi elds were the beginnings of industry: 
a spinning mill, a tar and turpentine distillery, and the Photogenic 
Gas Works (which stood roughly where the Waterglades wetland 
area stands today). It seems that “photogenic” coal gas was 
made by a special manufacturing process to optimise its use for 
street-lighting.

Following the departure of the Olympic Games, there is new 
housing, new shops and restaurants, and new leisure facilities, but 
it is all a bit sterile (a bit like early Milton Keynes, but with taller 
buildings and no red cycleways) and, along with the cringeworthy 
street-names, the whole corporatist assemblage tends to make the 
place look a bit like a child’s model town — though a child would 
probably have bett er artitstic taste.

From the station, pass the entrance to the DLR station 
on your left. Climb the steps which bear left, making 

for the nearest corner of a large block.

Keep this block to your left, with a sort of park area on your right, 
then turn left, taking the path between the tall buildings, colonising 
the mini-ridge by the lakelets, to come out onto Olympic Park 
Avenue. Cross, and turn right, picking up a path which bends to 
the left, the Waterglades below to the left.

The Waterglades is a wetland area which has been newly dug: it uses 
and treats runoff  water from the housing areas (which previously 
formed the athletes’ village) for 
recycling or before depositing 
it safely into the River Lea 
(now much cleaner itself).

You will join a broad avenue 
which leads you over the River 
Lea to the Copper Box Arena. 
Cross the road and pass the 
Copper Box on your left. Do not 

23.4

Waterglades, Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park

The viewing tower, the 
stadium, and the River Lea
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cross the bridge ahead, but drop down to its 
right to reach the level of the Lee Navigation. 
Turn left along the towpath. Go under the 
railway and leave the towpath after going 
under the next bridge. Go up to road level 
and cross the bridge.

Keep ahead, then turn right, to reach, in 
250m, Hackney Wick Overground station.

Turn left and descend to the towpath on the 
west side of the Lee Navigation, and follow 
it round to the right: you are now bordering 
the Hertford Union Canal, dug to link the 
Lee Navigation with the Regent’s Canal (and 
onwards to the main canal network leading 
to the Midlands).

Some parts of the canal between here and 
Islington may not be the prett iest of areas, 
and at times, much of the length of the 
towpath is packed with pedestrians, runners 
(at various speeds) and cyclists. Beware, 
though: many of these speed-users exhibit 

behaviour which is entirely consistent with not being literate 
enough to read the simple signs and path-markings which indicate 
the “rules of the towpath”.

Despite all of these potentially dangerous unpleasantnesses, the 
towpath presents the only practicable route through to Islington 
and the fi nal descent towards the City of London.

Follow the towpath past the Hertford Union Bott om 
Lock and pass beneath two road bridges — fi rst the 

roaring A12 and then the more demure Wick Lane: The broad 
expanse of Victoria Park is now on your right. Continue on the 
towpath past Hertford Union Middle Lock, and pass under a 
bridge: this is Three Colts Bridge.

This bridge dates from 1830; it is 
a Grade II* listed monument. The 
name almost certainly derives 
from the arms of the Colet family 
(using the punning link between 
Colet and Colt): John Colet was 
a Mayor of London. There was 
a Three Colts pub nearby in the 
eighteenth century.

Come off  the towpath here and 
backtrack up to bridge level. 
Turn left to enter Victoria Park at 

23.5

The busy towpath of the 
Hertford Union Canal

Hertford Union Canal:
bott om lock
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its Gunmakers’ Gate, heading for the low-slung modern building 
which blends into the parkscape.

This building contains a café, toilets, and event space. There is 
another café in Victoria Park, situated at the corner of Grove Road 
and Old Ford Road, to the south of the London Summits Walk route.

The area now known as Victoria Park was created from a purchase, 
by the Crown Estates, of 88ha of land in 1845. The park was 
designed and laid out by Sir James Pennethorne, a pupil of John 
Nash, who designed The Regent’s Park — many people have noted 
the similarities between the two parks. Victoria Park soon became 
an essential green lung for the East End, and was for many children 
the only extent of unbuilt land they saw. William Morris was one of 
many well-known people to use its Speakers’ Corner, which was a 
park feature for a century.

From the café building, bear to the left where, in the distance, you 
will see a spired Victorian structure. This looks as if it might have 
broken off  from a corner of St Pancras station like a terracott a ice-fl oe 
and drifted across London to come to rest in the park. Make for this 
structure by cutt ing across the park (or via the paths if you must).

Angela Georgina Burdett -Coutt s (who was later ennobled in her 
own right by Queen Victoria as Baroness Burdett -Coutt s) was a 
remarkable philanthropist, and was one of the wealthiest heiresses 
of the Victorian age, the second barrel of her name coming from the 
Coutt s banking family.

An early foundation was a modest property in Shepherd’s Bush 
as a safe residence for women who had, in the words of the day, 
“fallen into immorality” — that is, into thievery or prostitution. The 
co-founder was none other than Charles Dickens. 

Burdett -Coutt s was also a founder of what is now the National 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, endowed three 
Anglican dioceses in Australia, Canada and South Africa, and 
she also pioneered social housing enterprise in Columbia Square 
(Bethnal Green),

She helped Turkish peasants in 
the wake of the Russo-Turkish 
War, and set up a sewing 
school in Spitalfi elds for 
women aff ected by the 
collapse of the silk trade. She 
paid for the fountain and 
statue of Greyfriars Bobby in 
Edinburgh, and was president 
of the RSPCA. All this, and 
much more, was achieved out 
of her inheritance (which was 
cut by 60% when she married a 
foreign national in 1881).

The Burdett -Coutt s fountain 
in Victoria Park
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Set off  westwards from the fountain, making for the 
corner of the park where houses border it on the right, 

exiting the eastern part of the park through a gate which leads onto 
Grove Road.

To the right, there is a cluster of shops, cafés and pubs. From stops 
beside the shops, buses on the 277 and 425 routes will take you to 
rail and Tube links at Dalston Junction (Overground services), Mile 
End (District Line, Hammersmith and City Line), Canary Wharf 
(Jubilee Line and Overground services) and Stratford (Central Line, 
Jubilee Line, DLR, Overground, Elizabeth Line and National Rail 
services).

Cross Grove Road by the pedestrian crossing, and go through the 
gate into the western part of Victoria Park. Do not be led onto the 
wide carriageway which sweeps left, almost parallel with Grove 
Road, but carry on ahead. About 90 metres ahead, take a path to the 
left. Pass a gazebo, then bear right at the junction with another path. 
Turn left to cross a bridge towards a pagoda which sits on an island 
in the park’s lake.

A pagoda was brought to the park when it opened in 1845: it came 
from Hyde Park, where it was a gateway to the Chinese exhibit at 
the Great Exhibition of 1842. The pagoda suff ered damage during 
the Second World War and was demolished some years later. In 
2010, when the park’s refurbishment got under way, the original 
designs for the pagoda were consulted, and a replica was built. 
This return to Pennethorne’s original plans for the park included 
a bridge across the lake from the canalside carriageway: it had not 
been built in 1845, but was at last completed.

Turn right, then left across the pagoda bridge to reach the 
carriageway. Gain the canal towpath (now on the Regent’s Canal) 

through an opening in the fence slightly 
to your left. Turn right to make your way 
along the towpath. Pass beneath a bridge 
and, after the canal bends to the left, climb 
the “rainbow steps” to reach Mare Street.

Cambridge Heath station is nearby, and 
buses on Mare Street connect with many 
areas of central and north-east London.

Turn left to cross the canal, then cross 
Mare Street. This is the highest point in 
Tower Hamlets.

At 16m above sea level, this is the lowest 
of all the borough summits (lower, even, 
than the summit of the City of London, 
where this route begins and ends): it may 
therefore be called London’s minimax 
point.

23.6

Pagoda, Victoria Park
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Turn right on 
Mare Street to 

re-cross the canal, then turn 
left down Andrews Road. Go 
under the railway, then pass 
on your right a car pound and 
a vehicle facility for Hackney 
Council. At the end of a row 
of buildings on the left, leave 
Andrews Road to the left to 
reach the towpath once more: 
turn right to follow the towpath 
(with the water on your left) to 
the next bridge at Broadway 
Market.

Broadway Market, off  to the 
right, is situated on what was  
one of the main drovers’ roads into London, and has been a hub 
of shops and markets since the late nineteenth century. As well 
as being well supplied with week-round shops, cafés and pubs, 
Broadway Market boasts a vibrant Farmers’ Market each Saturday 
morning.

Continue along the towpath, passing a lock and going underneath 
two road bridges. The modern arch of the Overground bridge 
heralds your arrival at Kingsland Road.

Kingsland Road marks the end of this, the penultimate section of 
the London Summits Walk route: the fi nal section begins by walking 
under the road bridge.

Kingsland Road has many opportunities for refuelling, some of 
which are just ahead on the canal towpath. Haggerston station is 
a litt le over 200m to the north; from Kingsland Road, buses run to 
Aldgate, and to Waterloo and Tott enham Court Road via Liverpool 
Street and Holborn.

Haggerston is nowadays often dismissed as a canalside area which, 
a century after it was built and declined, was re-invented as a 
trendy location. It also has, however, a stellar history — the famous 
astronomer Edmund Halley was born here in 1656.

The 1903 Nobel Prize for Peace was awarded to Sir Randal Cremer, 
the local MP, for his work in international arbitration; he also 
co-founded the Inter-Parliamentary Union and made possible the 
Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907, held in The Hague.

In the years during and following the Second World War, the 
local vicar was Frank Butt le, who was active for many years 
in the promotion of child adoption as a humane alternative to 
the mercenary practice of baby-farming. He was also a shrewd 
businessman, and provided endowments for child welfare whose 
total value is currently estimated at around £50 million.

23.7

Approaching Mare Street
on the Regent’s Canal
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Notable residents of our 
own era include the author 
and psychogeographer Iain 
Sinclair and the artist Rachel 
Whiteread.

As well as there being 
Overground services to 
Haggerston station, buses 
connect here from Aldgate, and 
from Waterloo via Holborn. 
Beyond the bridge over the 
entry into Kingsland Basin, 
there are several cafés and 
other businesses on the canal 
towpath.

Kingsland Road has other 
options for refreshment and 
replenishment.

Walk to the west along the towpath, with the water on 
your left, and over the entry into Kingsland Basin. Pass 

a cluster of cafés and other establishments. Pass under two road 
bridges.

Just before a third bridge (where New North Road crosses the canal), 
there is an opportunity to leave the towpath if you need transport, 
though Islington is so close that such a need is unlikely.

Push on along the towpath, under New North Road and the 
Shepherdess Walk footbridge, to pass two canal basins on the 
other side of the water — fi rst Wenlock Basin and then City Road 
Basin. Pass a lock. Squeeze under the bridge which carries Danbury 
Street. As you emerge from under the bridge, you will see the east 
portal of the Islington Canal Tunnel. From underneath the bridge, 
you should also catch a glimpse of light at the western end of the 
880-metre tunnel.

There is no towpath 
access through the 

tunnel (and in any case, the 
London Summits Walk route 
would have to leave the canal 
here), so climb to street level 
onto Colebrooke Row. Go 
straight ahead onto Duncan 
Street. On the left, between 
the rows of houses, are some 
gardens.

Pass into the gardens, and 
follow the main path down the 
middle. This is the fi nal time 

23.8

City Basin Lock from 
Danbury Street bridge

23.9

Kingsland Basin
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that the London Summits Walk 
route runs coincident with the 
New River Path, though this 
time, we are following almost 
its fi nal metres on its way from 
Amwell to London.

Just before you reach the end of 
the gardens, you may glimpse 
a glazed blue plaque on the 
wall of one of the houses over 
to your right. It is the birthplace 
of Eduard Suess, the geologist 
and palaeontologist who 
posited the Gondwanaland 
super-continent (and named 
it), though some of his resultant 
theories about oceanic infi ll 
have subsequently proved not 
to be true.

Exit the gardens, onto City Road, and cross using the 
pedestrian-controlled lights; Carry straight on ahead and cross 
Goswell Road likewise.

Up to the right is the Angel junction, with all its shops, 
cafés, pubs, restaurants, bus stops and (round to the 
right) Angel station (Northern Line, Bank branch).

Go down the right-hand pavement of Goswell Road, 
and turn right into Friend Street, out onto St John 
Street. Turn left, and follow the left-hand pavement 
downhill to the red-brick College Building (with its 
prominent clock high on the wall) of City University.

Once past the door of College Building, cross over 
Wyclif Street, to reach a row of shops which front 
a tower block. Here, cross St John Street using the 
pedestrian crossing to reach the right-hand pavement.

Turn left to continue down St John Street, past 
Finsbury library. Cross over Skinner Street, then take 
Sekforde Street on the right.

Note the white building on the right, which was once 
the headquarters of the Finsbury Bank for Savings. 
This was one of the “penny savings” banks set up in 
the early part of the nineteenth century to encourage 
saving and insurance among the urban populace: 
they used the idea of keeping out of the workhouse 
as a strong incentive to save, or to invest in a “penny 
policy” to cover burial costs. Charles Dickens was a 
client, and later espoused the expansion of the idea, 
along with Baroness Burdett -Coutt s. The premises 

Below —Finsbury Bank for 
Savings, Sekforde Street

Above —the east portal of 
the Islington Tunnel from 

Danbury Street bridge
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in Sekforde Street were built for the bank 
in 1840: the building is now a private 
residence.

Take the left fork into Woodbridge Street.

On the right, you will pass the Clerkenwell 
Medical Mission, which was part of the 
Woodbridge Chapel. The Chapel was built 
in 1830 (ironically, on the site of a former 
distillery) for Independent Calvinists: it is 
still in use for religious purposes, though 
today the congregants are of a diff erent 
sectarian persuasion.

At the end of the street, past the medical 
mission and the chapel, turn right into 
Aylesbury Street.

Turn left into Jerusalem Passage. This 
narrow lane leads you past the Dovetail 

pub (which specialises in Belgian beer) and out into the breadth of 
St John’s Square.

Over to the left is the solid brick-built edifi ce which houses the 
London offi  ces of the Knights Hospitaller of the Order of St John of 
Jerusalem. The property also contains the chapel of the Order and 
the Docwra Garden. The Order is probably best known nowadays 
through the volunteer-backed St John Ambulance fi rst aid charity, 
which turns up to assist the organisers at a huge range of events. 
There is a museum and information Centre for the Order ahead 
on the far side of the square, at St John’s Gate. The building is also 
used as an event venue, when the public access may be restricted or 
curtailed entirely.

Cross Clerkenwell Road and go through the 
archway of St John’s Gate. Follow St John’s Lane to 

its end, where it meets up with St John Street.

Turn right onto St John Street; at the end, cross over to enter the 
Grand Avenue of Smithfi eld 
Market, which has been 
London’s principal meat 
market for centuries.

Smithfi eld has had a market 
here for over 800 years, on 
a “smooth fi eld”. The area 
was once surrounded by 
several important religious 
institutions: the nunnery of 
St Mary, the priory of the 
Knights of St John of Jerusalem, 
the Carthusian charterhouse, 

St John’s Gate

The clock and rafters
of the Grand Avenue, 
Smithfi eld Market

23.10



© 2017-22 IG Liddell London Summits Walk 23 – 13

and the Augustinian priory and hospital which was dedicated to 
St Bartholomew, and is now known colloquially as Barts.

Of course, originally it was a livestock market, but when buildings 
grew up around the religious houses, the market became the cause 
of noise and stench which became intolerable. The livestock market 
only moved out in 1855, by which time Dickens had featured the 
market and its chaos in Oliver Twist.

The main meat market seen today is the result of a new build in 
1860, supplemented by rebuilding after wartime bomb damage 
and later fi re damage, and by upgrades to meet stringent modern 
regulations which have been enforced for safer meat-handling.

Go through the Grand Avenue of the market, beneath its clock, 
to come out on the south side. Stay to the left of the circle (which 
contains a car park), with buildings on your left. Bear right at the 
Wallace memorial plaque to keep St Bartholomew’s Hospital on 
your right.

There are many opportunities to catch a bite to eat and something 
to drink in the vicinity of the market.

Over the years, Smithfi eld has been a place of execution for humans 
as well as livestock. William Wallace, the fi ghter for Scott ish 
independence at the turn of the fourteenth century, was hanged, 
drawn and quartered here: his head was then placed on a pike above 
London Bridge, and one of his limbs was displayed in each of four 
towns which were of particular political importance at that time — 
Stirling, Perth, Berwick-upon-Tweed and Newcastle-upon-Tyne.

Later, Wat Tyler, the leader of the 1381 Peasant’s Revolt, was also 
executed at Smithfi eld, with King Richard II (it is said) looking on. 
Tyler’s head was also piked on London Bridge.

The priory of St Bartholomew the Great was founded in Smithfi eld 
in 1123: it is so called to distinguish it from the church of 
St Bartholomew the Less within the adjoining 
hospital, which was built as part of the same 
foundation. The hospital has survived many 
shocks around it, including the Dissolution 
of the Monasteries, the Great Fire of London, 
and the Blitz . It is the oldest hospital in 
Britain providing all medical services from 
its original location. 

With “Barts” on your left, pass down Giltspur 
Street, drawn on by the sight of the dome of 
the Old Bailey, the Central Criminal Court.

At the crossroads in front of the court, turn 
right. On your left is the modern building 
which contains City Thameslink station. 
The station was was originally called 
Holborn Viaduct, and from 1912 it was a 

Detail of City dragons on 
Holborn Viaduct
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terminal station of the London, Chatham and Dover Railway and 
its successors. Through traffi  c returned to the station in 1990 with 
the re-opening of the Snow Hill tunnel to passenger traffi  c as the 
Thameslink service was inaugurated. The station cowers behind a 
forbidding streetside building which dominates the scene.

Again here, there is a cluster of shops, restaurants and pubs.

Continue past the station onto the bridge of Holborn Viaduct, 
which carries the roadway over the Fleet valley and Farringdon 
Road, linking the area around the Old Bailey with the Inns of Court 
in the vicinity of Chancery Lane.

Holborn Viaduct was built across the valley of the River Fleet 
between 1863 and 1869, giving much easier passage for horse-drawn 
vehicles than the steep drop-and-climb which took them via Snow 
Hill, Holborn Bridge, and Charterhouse Street. It was one of the 
fi rst fl yover roads in London. Pedestrian access to change levels 
was eff ected by staircases within four pavilions, one at each corner 
of the bridge. The world’s fi rst coal-fi red power station was situated 
at Holborn Viaduct in 1882.

Once you have crossed the viaduct, you will come to Holborn 
Circus (where, on your right, Charterhouse Street rises out of the 
valley of the Fleet). The Circus is watched over by an equestrian 
statue of Prince Albert, genially raising his hat. Continue up High 
Holborn, pass on your right a vast terracott a fortress.

This is Holborn Bars, which used to house 
the Prudential Assurance Company (and 
which is now used as an event space): a 
high-point of Victorian Commercial Gothic. 
When it was built (work started in 1878), the 
building boasted a chapel, restaurant and 
theatre hall. There were separate entrances 
for women, who had their own library and 
roof promenade. Electric lighting and hot 
running water throughout were the epitome 
of modernity.

Soon, the black-and-white bulk of Staple Inn 
looms up on your left, followed by Chancery 
Lane station. If you have followed the route 
all the way round, you may echo the opening 
words of Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn 
Waugh — “I have been here before”.

This completes the 320km of the London 
Summits Walk route.

The circuit has brought many sights and much 
variety as it has toured London, and there 
has been a mix of the quotidian necessities of 
the city and sublime experiences.

Holborn Circus
and Holborn Bars
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Each walker will choose a 
diff erent set of highpoints and 
lowpoints, but each of these 
choices is a representation of 
London and its fringes.

All around this area, there are 
opportunities for refreshment 
and — dare we suggest? — a 
modest celebration of the feat 
of circumambulation, and for 
replenishment of supplies for 
the next excursion.

Now, who is ready to see a 
diff erent angle to the London 
Summits walk route by turning 
round and walking the circuit 
in the opposite direction?

Return to Chancery Lane



23– 16 London Summits Walk © 2017-22 IG Liddell


